Wedding Scriptures

The hymn of divine love — I Corinthians 13:1-8 (NRSV)

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not
have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I
have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains,
but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away all my
possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast,
but do not have love, I gain nothing.

Love is patient; love is kind;

Love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude.

It does not insist on its own ways; it is not irritable or resentful.
It does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.

It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures
all things.

Love never ends.

Love in the Spring — Song of Songs 2:10-13 (NRSYV)

My beloved speaks to me: “Arise, my love, my fair one, and
come away;

For now the winter is past, the rain is over and gone.

The flowers appear on the earth; the time of singing has come,
And the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land.

The fig tree puts forth its figs, and the vines are in blossom;
they give forth fragrance.

Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away.

Unquenchable Love — Song of Songs 8:7 (NRSV)

Many waters cannot quench love; neither can floods drown it.
If one offered for love all the wealth of his house, it would be
utterly scorned.

The Creation of Male and Female — Genesis 1:26-31
(NRSYV)

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image,
according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over
the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the
cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over
every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”

So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God
he created them; male and female he created them.

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and
multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have domain
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over
every living thing that moves upon the earth.”

God saw everything that he had made, and indeed it was very
good.

The Unique Relationship of Man and Woman — Genesis
2:18-24 (NRSV)

Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should
be alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.”

So out of the ground the LORD God formed every animal of
the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the
man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man
called every living creature, that was its name. The man gave
names to all cattle and to the birds of the air, and to every
animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a
helper as his partner.



So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man,
and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its
place with flesh. And the rib that the LORD God had taken
from the man he made into woman and brought her to the
man.

Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh
of my flesh; this one shall be called Woman, for out of Man
this one was taken.” Therefore a man leaves his father and his
mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh.

The Power of a Relationship — Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 (NRSYV)

Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for
their toil. For if they fall, one will lift up the other; but woe to
one who is alone and falls and does not have another to help.
Again, if two lie together, they keep warm; but how can one
keep warm alone? And though one might prevail against
another, two will withstand one. A threefold cord is not
quickly broken.

Human Love and Divine Love are Connected — I John 4:7-
12, 19 (NRSYV)

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God;
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever
does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love
was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into
the world so that we might live through him. In this is love,
not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to
be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved
us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has
ever seen God; if we loved one another, God lives in us. And
his love is perfected in us...We love because he first loved us.
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A Guide for Effective Living in Relationships — Colossians
3:12-17 (NRSV)

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves
with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.
Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against
another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you,
so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with
love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.

And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed
you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one
another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.

Jesus speaks of Marriage and Creation — Matthew 19:4-6
(NRSV)

[Jesus said}, “Have you not read that the one who made them
at the beginning ‘made them male and female’ and said, ‘for
this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be
joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So
they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has
joined together, let no one separate.”

Jesus Presence at a Wedding Can be Powerful — John 2:1-11
(NRSV)

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and
the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples had also
been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the



mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus
said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to me?
My hour has not yet come.” His mother said to the servants,
“Do whatever he tells you.”

Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish
rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons.
Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled
them up to the brim. He said to them, “Now draw some out,
and take it to the chief steward.” So they took it.

When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and
did not know where it came from (though the servants who
had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom
and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and
then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk.

But you have kept the good wine until now.”

Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and
revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.

An Analogy for Marriage Taken from the Love of Christ for
the Church — Ephesians 5:21-33 (NRSV)

Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ.

Wives, be subject to your husbands as you are to the Lord.
For the husband is the head of the wife just as Christ is the
head of the church, the body of which he is the Savior. Just as
the church is subject to Christ, so also wives ought to be, in
everything, to their husbands.

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and
gave himself up for her, in order to make her holy by
cleansing her with the washing of water by the word, so as to
present the church to himself in splendor, without a spot or

wrinkle or anything of the kind — yes, so that she may be holy
and without blemish.

In the same way, husbands should love their wives as they do
their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. For
no one ever hates his own body, but he nourishes and tenderly
cares for it, just as Christ does for the church, because we are
members of his body. “For this reason a man will leave his
father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two will
become one flesh.”

This is a great mystery, and [ am applying it to Christ and the
church. Each of you however, should love his wife as himself,
and a wife should respect her husband.

A Cause for Rejoicing — Philippians 4:4-7 (NRSV)

Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I will say, rejoice. Let your
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not
worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.

A Little Piece of Advice from Scripture — Philippians 4:8-9
(NRSYV)

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing,
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.
Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received
and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with
you.



Joy Comes From God — John 15:9-12 (NRSV)

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my
love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my
love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide
in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may
be in you, and that your joy may be in you.

We Need Each Other — Romans 12:3-8 (NRSYV)

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not
to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to
think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of
faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many
members, and not all the members have the same function, so
we, who are many are one body in Christ, and individually we
are members one of another. We have gifts that differ
accordingly to the grace given to us: prophesy, in proportion
to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the
exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader in
diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

Giving to Another — Romans 12:9-13 (NRSV)

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is
good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one
another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in
spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering,
persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints;
extend hospitality to strangers.

Establish your Home — Luke 6:48-49 (NRSV)

That one is like a man building on a house, who dug deeply
and laid the foundation on rock; when the flood arose, the
river burst against that house but could not shake it, because it
had been well built. But the one who hears and who does not
act is like a man who built a house on the ground without
foundation. When the river burst against it, immediately it
fell, and great was the ruin of that house.

A Blessing on Families — Ephesians 3:14-19 (NRSV)

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom
every family in heaven and on earth takes its name. I pray
that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you
may be strengthened in your inner being with power through
his spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through
faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray
that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the
saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth,
and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so
that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

A Bit of Guidance — Proverbs 3:3-8, 33b (NRSV)

Do not let loyalty and faithfulness forsake you; bind them
around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart. So
you will find favor and good repute in the sight of God and of
people. Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely
on your own insight. In all your ways acknowledge him, and
he will make straight your paths. Do not be wise in your own
eyes; fear the Lord, and turn away from evil. It will be a
healing for your flesh and a refreshment for your body. The
Lord blesses the abode of the righteous.



Psalms Giving Thanks to God

Psalm 95:1-7 (NRSYV)

O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to
the rock of our salvation. Let us come into his presence with
thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of
praise. For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all
gods. In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the
mountains are his also. The sea is his, for he made it, and the
dry land, which his hands have formed. O come, let us
worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our
Maker. For his is our God, and we are the people of his
pasture, and the sheep of his hand.

Psalm 96:1-4 (NRSYV)

O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.
Sing to the Lord, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day
to day. Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous
works among all the people. For great is the Lord, and greatly
to be praised; he is to be revered above all gods.

Psalm 98:1,4-7 (NRSV)

O sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous
things. His right hand and his holy arm have gotten him
victory. Make a joyful noise to the Lord all the earth; break
forth into joyous song and sing praises. Enter his gates with
thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. Give thanks to him,
bless his name. For the Lord is good; his steadfast love
endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.

Psalm 150 (NRSYV)

Praise the Lord! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his
mighty firmament! Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise
him according to his surpassing greatness! Praise him with
trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp! Praise him with
tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe!
Praise him with clanging cymbals; praise him with loud
clashing cymbals! Let everything that breathes praise the
Lord! Praise the Lord!

Additional psalms may be used:
Psalm 33

Psalm 100

Psalm 117

Psalm 127

Psalm 128

Psalm 136
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Facilities Use Charges Nancy — needs to be itemized; also
add Prepare Fees!
Adopted by the Church Council May 2000

Fees include pre-marriage counseling, service preparation,
rehearsal, unity candle stand, and the wedding participants —
organist, custodian and pastor. Make checks payable to
“Christiania Lutheran Church.” The couple pays soloists and
other musicians directly.

Members $125
Non-Members $410
Non-Members with own organist and clergy $425

Optional fees
Candelabras — two large stands in altar area, aisle
candelabras and unity candle stand, plus all the candles.

$110
Rehearsal Dinner
Members $50
Non-Members $100
Reception
Members $100
Non-Members $160

Bring fees and marriage license to the rehearsal or earlier.

11

Date/Time of Wedding

Date/Time of Rehearsal

Bride

Groom

Bride phones

Groom phones

Bride current address

Groom current address

Planned married address

Name and phone of someone who will know where you are
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Wedding party

Jr. Bridesmaids/Groomsmen
Flower Girl/ Ring Bearer
Reader(s)

Musicians

Parents present

Grandparents present

Other honored guests that need seating
Ushers

Procession

Recession

Receiving line
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