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I want to express my 

great delight with 

our service on 

Sunday, January 10 

with Gracia 

Grindal.  As I was 

paging through the 

RECLAIM book before the service, I 

thought, òI want to take this home and 

read it!ó  and I was fully prepared to 

sneak one out of church!  Imagine my 

delight when I was told we could actually 

take one home!  Thank you.  I have to 

chuckle when reading parts of Lutherõs 

Small Catechism; I remember sitting in 

the kitchen as my mom was baking, 

reciting the answers to òWhat does this 

mean?ó  I was raised in a small town and 

 

were cleverly stacked up in the front of the 

church forming a white cross.  It was 

exciting! 

Thank you for the thoughtful gift of 

RECLAIM so that I may reclaim and refresh 

my spiritual life and òLutheranismó. 

LENTEN WORSHIP 

SERIES   

WEEKLY LENTEN SERVICES 

February 24ñMarch 24 

Worship at 11:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. 

(noon lunches and soup suppers at 5:30 p.m.) 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

April 1 

Worship at 11:30 a.m. and 7 p.m.  

 

GOOD FRIDAY 

April 2 

Worship at 7 p.m.  

 

EASTER SUNDAY 

April 4 

Worship at 6:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m. and 

10:45 a.m.  

everyone knew me ð I had to know the 

answers!  

I loved what Gracia said about the hymns 

in this book.  I agree with her ð we 

should know them by heart ð store up 

these words in our hearts to be able to 

call upon them in our times of need and 

rejoicing.  Iõd like to use this book and 

these songs the entire month of January ð 

or any other month, for that matter.  We 

just donõt sing these beautiful hymns 

enough. 

Iõm old enough to remember the little 

black hymn books at church.  I think I was 

about 5 years old when we received our 

new red hymnals.  I remember that they 

Vibrant Faith DevotionsñDavid Anderson 
Prayer time is very 

important.  Pray 

without ceasing (I 

Thessalonians 5:17).  

The prayer of the 

righteous is powerful 

and effective (James 

5:16).  His ears are open to their prayer 

(I Peter 3:12).  When you pray, go into 

your room and shut the door and pray to 

your Father who is in secret, and your 

Father who sees in secret will reward you 

(Matthew 6:5). 

I've used various devotional resources 

that are available,  and I try to end each 

day.  "Oh, give thanks to the Lord for He 

is good and His mercy endures forever." 

day with prayer.  I want to thank God for 

the day He has given me.  Life is a miracle 

and a gift, and I thank God for it.  I thank 

God for the gift of my family, immediate 

and extended, and ask God to continue 

to bless each one.  I pray that God will 

strengthen and heal those who I know 

have special needs or problems.  I pray 

for forgiveness!  I am guilty of sinful 

thoughts and acts every day, and I am 

thankful that when we confess our sins, 

He has promised to forgive and cleanse 

us of all unrighteousness.  I give thanks 

for Jesus who has made forgiveness and 

eternal life possible through faith.  I pray 

for a night's rest and the hope of another 
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Annual Meeting in ReviewñPastor Dave Mesaros 
Grace and peace be to you from our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

Our last newsletter was in print before 

we met for our annual meeting.  Here is 

a brief update of our upcoming year for 

those who didnõt attend and those who 

appreciate a recap.  

The issue that consumed the most time 

pertained to selling the parsonage.   

Earlier this year a task force was 

entrusted with researching  the issue.  

Their report is available in the office; a 

copy can be emailed, too.   After a 

motion to sell the property followed by 

several addendums, it was concluded 

that we needed a congregational meeting 

to further discuss the issue by itself.  

The council addressed the request in 

our meeting on February 6.  The 

property commission has been 

commissioned to work with the original 

task force to explore as many options as 

feasible with supporting data.  The plan 

is for a report to be presented at the 

March council meeting.  Then a date can 

be set for a congregational meeting.  If 

you have any input you would like to 

share, please contact Ron Ovans, 

property chair, or Jon Heimarck, our 

new Council President.    

Look for information on the upcoming 

meeting ð òto sell or not to sell, that is 

the question.ó  We will follow 

constitutional guidelines for calling the 

congregational meeting.  

We accepted a stripped-down budget 

reflecting last yearõs giving.   Through 

extensive cuts, we came within $10K of 

our projected giving.  There were some 

difficult cuts, but all in all we came to 

consensus with the budget.  Any 

questions can be addressed by our 

Treasurer.  

The space task force is investigating 

options to best utilize our space.  We 

have many potential ministries that 

cannot happen (Sunday Forums) because 

space is limited.  Presently, the members 

are visiting other churches to obtain 

ideas that might apply to our church 

building.  We are also working with a 

free service provided by the Mission 

Investment Fund of the ELCA.  

Staci Thompson introduced our new 

Logo.  We will apply it to our letterhead, 

newsletter, web site, and ads.    

A Bylaw change added an Assistant 

Treasurer, who assists the Treasurer, 

attends meetings  when  the Treasurer 

cannot,  and learns the system so that 

the next year this person is prepared to 

function at full capacity.  Robin Martin is 

serving in this position of Assistant 

Treasurer.    

We welcome our new Council 

members,  President Jon Heimarck, Vice 

President Arnie Yeske, Treasurer 

Martha Donahoe, Secretary Tolly Swan, 

Youth Chair Cathleen Reichmuth, 

Education Chair Judie Thompson, 

Property Chair Ron Ovans.  We also 

thanked our outgoing Council members 

for their service.  For a full list of 

elections and outgoing members, please 

refer to the minutes of the meeting 

available in the office.  

Some exciting upcoming events:  

Our Passing on Vibrant Faith initiative 

continues to focus on devotions until the 

new school year when we will move to 

òService in Jesus Name.ó 

At Camp Christiania the staff and 

members of Christiania will lead a 3ñ

day and 3ñnight Bible Camp at Camp 

Onomia on July 19-22 for 3rd through 

6th graders.  

The Congregational Life Commission is 

beginning a Care Team initiative to 

formalize meeting special needs in the 

congregation.  

Worship is adding a non-traditional 

Sunday service in the month of June.  

This will happen at a second Sunday 

worship setting.  The summer schedule 

for traditional service will continue as in 

past years, service on Thursday at 7 p.m. 

and Sunday at 9 a.m.  

Stewardship thanks you for your 

generous giving to the missions and 

ministry of Christiania.  

We look forward to another year of service 

to spreading the good news of Jesus Christ.  

 

 

Godõs Peace,                                 

Pastor Dave  



Church Council Update  
My name is Jon Heimarck, your Council President for 2010.  In my six years here at 

Christiania Iõve met many of you already, and if I havenõt, I feel like I know you anyway.  Iõm 

looking forward to the year ahead as one we will never forgetña year of growth and purpose and promise.  Youõve elected an 

energetic Church Council for 2010, and I can see in their wordful eyes a great enthusiasm and love of Christ.  In this column I plan to 

talk about our plans and accomplishments as a congregation, effected through the vision of the Church Council.  This monthõs column 

will be a little shortñIõve been busy familiarizing myself with my new duties, and thereõs not all that much to report yet.  Expect a full 

report next month, and if you ever want to sound me out in between newsletters, my door to an earnest face is always open! 

2010 Council & Commission Members 
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Christiania Lutheran Church  
26691 Pillsbury Avenue Lakeville, MN 55044 

Office Hours  

9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.      Tuesday - Friday 

Telephone Numbers  

Office          952-461-2283 

Fax          952-461-4182 

Web Address  

www.ChristianiaLutheranChurch.org 

Christiania Staff  

Dave Mesaros          Senior Pastor 

Nancy L.H. Brown     Associate Pastor 

Karen Frame        Office Manager 

Harold Marin               Custodian 

Tom Carlson Worship/Music Coordinator 

Britta Dumke       Youth Director 

Staci Thompson            Web-site/Newsletter 

Other Contacts  

Jon Heimarck    Council President 

Cheryl Schindeldecker              Altar Guild 

Debbie Lundeen         Bells Director 

Lori Clausen       Choir Director 

Linda Otto     Church Women (CLCW) 

Angie Brantner     Sunday School Superintendent 

Marv Erickson         Usher Co-Coordinator 

Daryl Rieck         Usher Co-Coordinator 

*Denotes newly elected members. 

President:  Jon Heimarck* 

Vice President:  Arnie Yeske* 

Secretary:  Tolly Swan* 

Treasurer:  Martha Donahoe* 

Assistant Treasurer:  Robin Martin* 

Congregational Life  Property  

Chair: Juli Skillman Ron Ovans* 

Angie Branter LeRoy Clausen 

Lori Rogers* Jeff Martin 

Staci Thompson Jeremy Storlie* 

  

Education  Stewardship  

Chair: Judie Thompson* Brian Smith 

Mike Erickson* Cheryl Shindeldecker 

Bill Kanfield* Steve Aaker* 

Jackie Dulac Kirsten Heimarck* 

  

Membership  Worship  

Chair: David Anderson Anne Romstad 

Deb Mischke Barb Sayther 

Jeanne Hoffman Robin Martin 

Sharon Thompson Darin Dulac* 

  

Missions Youth  

Chair: Gordie Storlie Chair, Cathleen Reichmuth* 

Bertie Mohling Jodi Storlie* 

Bo Skillman Jessica Boerner* 

Cal Tonsager Eric Sandquist* 

FISHING ééGreat 

fishing for sunfish, 

crappies, bass, perch & 

northern pike. 

FELLOWSHIP éé

reflect at a pristine 

and relaxed setting 

amongst friends. 

FOOD & 

LODGING é..enjoy 

prepared meals and 

stay in a beautiful 

lodge. 

FRIENDSééWho 

better to talk about 

the big one that got 

away. Letõs double the 

attendance this year. 

FUNé.Relax, 

unwind, enjoy! 

Time to mark your calendars for:                                           

Christianiaõs 2nd Annual                        

Menõs Fishing Retreat 

Friday, June 4 through Sunday, June 6 at Bay 

Lake Camp on an island near Deerwood, MN.  

Itõs only a 2-1/2 hour drive from church.  We 

leave Friday, June 4 at 8:00 a.m. and return Sunday, June 6 at approx: 

2:00 p.m.  All lodging and meals are a part of the trip.                                                                                     

Please contact Lucky Rimpila or Pastor Dave for additional 

information.  A sign-up sheet is on the kiosk. 

http://www.christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:dmesaros@christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:nbrown@christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:kframe@christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:tcarlson001@luthersem.edu
mailto:bekmud21@gmail.com
mailto:sthompson@christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:j.heimarck@mchsi.com
mailto:ottojs@frontiernet.net
mailto:angbrant@integra.net
mailto:meric@integra.net
mailto:rieckda@yahoo.com
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This yearõs musical is òLife on the 

Edge.ó It is a story about the 

importance of relationships with our family, friends, and 

especially God.  There are several teen characters, and even a 

few adult roles. òLife on the Edgeó features many great songs 

including a few hits by Steven Curtis Chapman.  

The first rehearsal is 

March 3 from 5:30-6:30 

p.m. Rehearsals will be 

each Wednesday evening 

from 5:30-6:30, and 

Sunday mornings between 

services (9:40 ð10:30 

a.m.). The musical will be 

performed on April 25 

during both services.  

If you are interested in being a part of the musical this year, or 

would like more information about it, contact Linda Dorn, Joe 

Jorgensen, or Tom Carlson. 

Youth Musical Worship NotesñAnne Romstad 
Our devotional emphasis for March is the wonderful Psalm 84.  

It has a lyrical nature about it, almost a melodic line, that evokes 

a sense of spiritual delight in the presence of God.  Pilgrims were 

on their way to Jerusalem, much as we are in our Lenten 

journeys, anticipating, for they knew that "the God of gods will 

be seen in Zion" (v 7).  Our very beings, like the pilgrims, can 

"sing for joy to the living God" (v 2) for we know that while the 

end of our Lenten journey leads us to the sorrow of Christ's 

crucifixion and death it then surprises us and takes us to the 

empty tomb and the Risen Christ - our Living God. The promise 

of Immanuel - "God with us" - has been fulfilled. And, as the 

psalmist declares, we shall find the joy that comes from knowing 

we are now in the presence  of the living God.  Our source of 

peace and strength will come from knowing we are free to trust 

in the Lord.  May you feel the presence of the Lord God 

throughout your Lenten journey and sense the peace that 

passes all understanding.    

Next month:  Psalm 98 - the universal triumph of God. 

Come Make a Joyful Noise on Easter Sunday!  

Anyone who plays (or has played) a 

brass instrument (trumpet, trombone, 

french horn, baritone, tuba) and would 

like to play along with the hymns 

Easter Sunday, please let Carol Metz.  If 

you are in need of an instrument we 

may be able to get one for you.  The rehearsal time as a group is 

minimal (1-2) times.  There are 3 services on Easter so the more 

the better.  Students can earn Confirmation points and a letter 

will be sent to your band director at school for extra credit!                                    

Contact Carol Metz (952)-892-1535. 

Youth Plant Sale  
Itõs that time of year again and the youth 

will be doing their annual plant sale! Place 

your orders at the Marketplace table. 

Thank you in advance for all your 

generous support which will help our 

youth to go to camp and on the mission 

trip this Summer. 

Silent Auction  

Nine youth and two adults are headed to Newport Tennessee 

with YouthWorks for a mission trip in June 2010. In order to 

help them with their costs ($800), they are sponsoring a Silent 

Auction on Sunday, March 21, 2010.  

We are seeking donations of experiences in order to make 

connections between members of the congregation. Experiences 

can give our congregation a greater sense of community. For 

example, you can donate bread-baking lessons, a custom 

decorated cake for a birthday, or an afternoon of cookie-making 

for kids. You can offer to help a child with a simple construction 

project (such as a bird feeder), or to be an extra set of hands for 

a day to help with various projects. You could teach a teen how 

to apply make-up.  We welcome any and all experiences! 

Youth will be at the Marketplace table to receive your 

donations.  Thank you in advance for your help with our youth, 

and our community.  

Menõs Breakfast & Fellowship Time     
Guys,                                                                               

Please join us for the new Christiania Menõs Breakfast & 

Fellowship Time.  We will meet the first Friday of every month 

(except through the summer) at 6:15 a.m. at church and be 

finished by 7 a.m.  Come prepared to enjoy a light breakfast, 

juice & coffee, while we socialize and share in an informative and 

fun fellowship time.                                                           

Please contact Pastor Dave or Lucky Rimpila if interested or 

better yet, just show up.                                                            

This is the beginning of what we hope will be an ongoing event 

throughout the upcoming months and years at Christiania. 

March 5th  April 2nd  May 7th  

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://blog.ecosmart.com/wp-content/potted-plant.jpg&imgrefurl=http://blog.ecosmart.com/index.php/2009/03/17/spider-mite-detection-and-control/comment-page-1/&usg=__Ov7RLuJ0rS8gZkzS3TmTRRoh4ao=&h=400&w=300&sz=123&hl
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 Nursery Duty  

March 7 8:30 Lori Peterson, Sharon Thompson 

 10:45 Tim Clary family 

March 14 8:30 Juli Skillman,  Jenna Redding 

 10:45 Joanne and Tina Fredrickson 

March 21 8:30 Cheryl and Brianna Groves 

 10:45 Dan and Gabriel Hofrenning 

March 28 8:30 Lori and Leroy Clausen 

 10:45 Sally and Clarissa Krenz 

April 4 8:30 Glenda Peterson, Thomas Peterson 

 10:45 Cindy and Tracy Tonsager  

 Acolytes  

March 7 8:30 Nick Ceplecha, Tracy Tonsager 

 10:45 Calvin Jacobson, Claire Krenz 

March 14 8:30 Gabe Hofrenning, Corbin Godfrey 

 10:45 Alyssa Kanten, Taylor Olin 

March 21 8:30 Chad Cook, James Butler 

 10:45 Brooke Galle, Tyler Petersen 

March 28 8:30 McLain Blohm, Kyle Jacobson 

 10:45 Cody Metz, Elliot Kazlauskas 

April 4 8:30 Corbin Godfrey, Gabe Hofrenning 

 10:45 Josh Clarey, Amanda Rogers 

Coffee Servers   

March 7  Ritchie and Joan Storlie, Blake Blohm, 

Nick Ceplecha 

March 14  Bruce and Debbie Lundeen, Mitch 

Wald, David Thompson 

March 21  Linda Tupa, Glenda Petersen,  

Cole and Carlee Giles 

March 28  Brian and Kim Buechele,  

Taylor Olin, Sierra Hansen 

April 4  EASTER Sunday 

Offering Counters  

March 7  Cathy Breyer and Dennis Haukoos 

March 14  Dennis Haukroos and                  

Danny Thompson 

March 21  Danny Thompson and Janice Geissler 

March 28  Janice Geissler and Barb Sayther 

April 4  Judy Lantto, Carl Hooper,  

Nancy Yeske, Amanda Yeske 

Lectors   

March 7  Barb Sayther 

March 14  Lori Clausen 

March 21  Madalyn Petersen 

March 28  Anne Romstad and Cliff Martin 

April 4  Theo Hofrenning, Jenna Redding,  

Abbie Reichmuth  

Confirmation Ushers  

March 3 7:00 p.m. Joe Donahoe, Daniel Eckerson,  

James Butler, Tony Erickson 

March 7 8:30 Tony Erickson 

 10:45 Rachel Voss 

March 10 7:00 p.m. Logan Giles, Alayna Godfrey, 

Sierra Hansen,  Alyssa Kanten 

March 14 8:30 Sierra Hansen 

 10:45 Mitchell Wald 

March 17 7:00 p.m. Aaron Howe, Sierra Komorouski, 

Cliff Martin, Tom Petersen  

March 21 8:30 Alyssa Kanten 

 10:45 Blake Blohm 

March 24 7:00 p.m. Tori Ruh, Tina Shirk,  

Kody Storlie, David Thompson 

March 28 8:30 Joe Donahoe 

 10:45 Tina Fredrickson 

April 1 7:00 p.m. Rachel Voss, Mitchell Wald,  

Blake Blohm, Tina Fredrickson 

April 2 7:00 p.m. Selena Bergstrom, Jason Kazlauskas, 

Niki Orndorff, Nick Bergstrom 

April 4 8:30 Revee Needham 

 10:45 Jason Kazlauskas 

Usher Captains   

March  Daryl Rieck and Al Godfrey 

April  Dave Mohling, Bruce Boerner, Larry Hamre 

Altar Duty   

March  Cheryl Bahnsen and Sue Beske  

April  Doneen Viall and Becca Viall  

Greeters   

March 7  Alan and Joan Storlie 

March 14  Bill and Denise Kanfield 

March 21  Terry Ratzlaff Family 

March 28  Hank and Janice Geissler 
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Wednesdays During Lent:  

§ Soup Supper 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

§ Lenten Vespers with Holden Evening Prayer 7:00-7:40 p.m. 

§ Family Confirmation; all students bring a parent/grandparent 

with them, 7:40-8:30 p.m. 

§ Grade 6: Mrs. Krenzõs class will sit together during Lenten 

Vespers, all other grades are encouraged to participate. 

§ Grade 7 will watch the Martin Luther movie (2003) 

§ Grade 8 & 9  Discussion topics: 

                        March 3ñJudiasm & Buddhism (Darcy Seurer) 

                        March 10 ðIslam & Hinduism (Darcy Seurer) 

                        March 17 ðRelationships & Dating (Britta Dumke) 

                        March 24 ðFamily Devotions (Pastor Dave) 

Deadline for the April 2010 edition of the Christiania Newsletter is 

March 18 .  Email information to Staci Thompson at 

Sthompson@ChristianiaLutheranChurch.org & Karen Frame at 

Kframe@ChristianiaLutheranChurch.org. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

You³ve got to come 
to 

Camp  
Christiania! 

 

Swimming, crafts,  

games, skits, songs,  

campfire, Bible Study,  

canoeing, and FRIENDS! 

Location:   Camp Onomia 

Dates:        July 19-22 Monday -Thursday 

Ages:          3rd - 6th graders, members and friends of   

         Christiania participants  
Cost:        $165 (a regular week at Onomia costs $380) 

Contact:    Britta Dumke, our Youth Director, for 

         registration information 

Camp is staffed by 

Christiania adults & teens, 

Youth Director & Pastors.                      

($50 deposit is due May 1) 

REMINDER: Daylight Saving Time is Sunday 

March 14 at 2 a.m.  Remember to move your 

clocks ahead before you go to bed! 

òExpressions of  Vibrant Faithó 
Many people are blessed by God with talents where they are 

able to demonstrate their faith in a variety of mediums.  

We want you to share your faith journey with the rest of 

Christianiaõs members and visitors. 

If you are a quilter, painter, banner maker, scrap booker, writer, 

photographer, craft maker or have another medium that you 

would like to share  by displaying it at Christiania this spring, we 

would like you to contact us.  

The òExpressions of Vibrant Faithó exhibit is set for Sunday, April, 

18.  If you have something already to display or if this is an 

opportunity for you to be creative and create something new, 

you have time. 

Please contact Lucky Rimpila or Juli Skillman if you are interested 

in sharing your òExpressions of Vibrant Faithó this Spring.  We will 

have a form for you to complete to identify your exhibit as well 

as share with us your inspiration for your work. 

Prayers for our  

Congregation  

Fred Ahlstrom (Karen Lundeenõs Father) 

Michael Boerner 

Angie Brantnerõs Grandfather 

Kate Buechele 

Norma Clubb 

Dan Hurrle 

MW (Bill) Johnson 

Elizabeth Marcene Frame-Day 

(David and Karen Frameõs new Granddaughter) 

Brooklyn Sam Storlie 

(born to Jeremy and Jodi Storlie) 

Mariann Storlie 

Jim Tupa 

Billy Weilding (Sherri Mohnõs Father) 

Mark Jensen  

www.caringbridge.org/visit/markjensen 

Cody Metz   

www.caringbridge.org/visit/codymetz 

Marcy Zachmeier-Ruh  

www.caringbridge.org/visit/marcyzachmeier-ruh 

 

mailto:sthompson@christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:sthompson@christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:kframe@christianialutheranchurch.org

