
Caring ConversationsñCheryl Bahnsen 
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I have a daily devotional book that I picked 

up and read to Joan. The next day, I called 

and asked if she wanted to hear the 

devotion. The third day, she called me to 

thank me for taking a few minutes to show 

her I cared. Joan used to make time for 

devotions and had gotten out of the habit. 

She wanted to let me know she found her 

devotion book and was starting to make 

time for devotions again. 

I challenge you to be more alert to those 

that need a simple word of 

encouragement. 

Share your faith. It does make a difference. 

Caring ConversationsñStaci Thompson 
One morning she emailed me a link to a 

daily devotion series that she had started 

receiving.  I started getting the devotions 

too and weõd comment on how they 

related to whatever challenges or 

successes were going on at work or in our 

personal lives.  She started looking for a 

church home and would share her church 

experiences and ask my opinion.  Weõd 

also pray for each other and our families 

and friends during various situations. 

Seven years have passed since we started 

working together which has brought each 

of us to different jobs and new life 

situations but our faith friendship has 

continued.    

And now because my faith has grown 

during this time too, Iõm even more 

Passing on Vibrant Faith Through the Four Keys:  Devotions ñServiceñRituals and Traditions ñCaring Conversations  

Are you aware of the 

daily opportunities to 

share your faith? 

I have a coworker I 

have worked with for 

many years. For the 

past several months 

this individual seemed 

dissatisfied with her job. Her 

conversations were not as upbeat as they 

had been and I was concerned for her. 

Every person has a God given need to be 

affirmed and we can give the gift of 

affirmation by listening, encouraging and 

showing that we care.  

When I got a new car 

several years ago I 

thought it would be 

great to put a fish 

symbol on the back to 

show others that I am 

a Christian.  The 

symbol I found is a fish 

with a little cross inside it.  I assumed that 

most people knew what this symbol meant 

so I was a little surprised when a            

co-worker asked me about it one day.   

òWhat does your fish mean?ó she asked.  I 

referenced the story of the loaves and 

fishes which led to a conversation about 

our faith experiences as we were growing 

up.  As a child she went to church and 

knew God but had fallen away from 

Christianity as an adult.   

JUNE WORSHIP   

June 3ñ7:00 p.m. Outdoor Worship 

June 6 

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship/

Graduate Recognition 

10:20 ð11:00 a.m. Non-traditional/
Commissioning of Mission Trip  At-

tendees 

June 10ñ7:00 p.m. Outdoor Worship 

June 13 

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:20ð11:00 a.m. Non-traditional  

June 17ñ7:00 p.m. Outdoor Worship 

June 20 

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:20ð11:00 a.m. Non-traditional 

June 24ñ7:00 p.m. Outdoor Worship 

June 27 

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:20ð11:00 a.m. Non-traditional 

prepared to answer the question òWhat 

does your fish mean?ó whenever the 

opportunity to talk faith with someone 

comes about. 
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Illustrative Storiesñ Pastor Nancy 
I saw a cartoon of two little boys playing trucks in the yard. 

Spying on them from around the corner of the house was a man 

with a pen and pad in his hand. One boy says to his friend, òTry 

to act natural. My dad is just trying to find a sermon illustration.ó 

Rarely, and only with permission, do I use my own family in 

sermons. They deserve their privacy, and their lives are not the 

reference for every Biblical point. Plus, not everyone thinks they 

are as interesting or newsworthy as I do! 

I do, however, tell stories about other people. Last summer, for 

example, in one sermon I said, òOnce I was at a wedding 

reception where the father of the groom saidé.ó and the next 

story began, òA woman I knew was hospitalized and when her 

son planned a visit she saidé.ó 

These people deserve their privacy as much as my family. I want 

you to know that I never tell a story about anyone in our church 

family without receiving permission to do so.  When I hear 

something shared in a class, over coffee, in a hospital room, I am 

not like the spy with the notebook and the pen recording details 

for a future illustration. 

Often my stories start in reality but are 

embellished with my imagination.   

Something in the Bible, or a commentary I am reading reminds 

me of something someone once said and I will take the heart of 

the comment and create a new environment for it.  The story 

about the groom never hearing his father saying he was proud of 

him may have originally been something from a video we showed 

in confirmation about a mom and her daughter. The story of the 

woman in the hospital may have come from a newspaper article 

about a graduation ceremony. Because I read a lot of novels for 

my leisure, I may lift a scenario from a current book.  I listen to 

talk radio and use snippets from what strangers have already 

declared publicly over the airwaves.  Exact quotes from others 

are documented in my script; ideas are referenced in my sermon 

notes. Often I canõt remember exactly what I heard or read so I 

have to invent new words. Like the two boys in the cartoon ð I 

know I saw this somewhere, sometime, and I can see the artistõs 

drawing in my mind. But frankly, I have no idea exactly what 

words were penned in the balloon; I just hope my substitutions 

are close enough.  

Confidentiality is essential. Your privacy is important.  If I intend 

on wearing the clerical collar with any integrity, I will not be 

changing into a trench coat and sunglasses anytime soon.  So, act 

as natural as you can, Iõm not taking notes. 

 

Deadline for the July/August 2010 edition of the 

Christiania Newsletter is June 18.  Email info. to 

Staci Thompson at 

Sthompson@ChristianiaLutheranChurch.org & 

Karen Frame at 

Kframe@ChristianiaLutheranChurch.org. 

Pastor Nancy 

Baptized on April 25, 2010 

 

 

 

Charles Wesley Fausch, son of Adam and Rachel 

Desirae Grace Strese, daughter of Brian and Tanya    

Spirit Singers ñ

Summer Choir Do you like to 

sing but are not sure if you want to join the choir?  

Try out Spirit Singers this summer.  This choir 

rehearses prior to each service that they sing inñ

so it is easy to try one to see how it goes.  We 

rehearse at 6 p.m. before the Thursday services 

listed below and at 8:15 a.m. before the Sunday services listed.                           

 June 10 (Th.)        June 13 (Sun.)                                                                               

 July 8 (Th.)           July 11 (Sun.)                                                                                

 August 19 (Th.)    August 22 (Sun.) 

Special Music Instruments, solos, duos, 

trios, quartetsñanyone whoõd like to share their gifts of music during summer 

worship can talk to Tom Carlson. 

See Tom Carlson for 

CDõs of the praise 

songs or for more 

information. 

mailto:sthompson@christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:sthompson@christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:kframe@christianialutheranchurch.org


Brian SmithñStewardship Commission 
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Christiania Lutheran Church  
26691 Pillsbury Avenue Lakeville, MN 55044 

Office Hours  

9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.      Tuesday - Friday 

Telephone Numbers  

Office          952-461-2283 
Fax          952-461-4182         

Email    Kframe@ChristianiaLutheranChurch.org 

Web Address  

www.ChristianiaLutheranChurch.org 

Christiania Staff  

Dave Mesaros          Senior Pastor 

Nancy L.H. Brown     Associate Pastor 

Karen Frame        Office Manager 

Harold Martin               Custodian 

Tom Carlson Worship/Music Coordinator 

Britta Dumke       Youth Director 

Staci Thompson            Web-site/Newsletter 

Other Contacts  

Jon Heimarck    Council President 

Cheryl Schindeldecker              Altar Guild 

Debbie Lundeen         Bells Director 

Lori Clausen       Choir Director 

Linda Otto     Church Women (CLCW) 

Angie Brantner     Sunday School Superintendent 

Marv Erickson         Usher Co-Coordinator 

Daryl Rieck         Usher Co-Coordinator 

On the radio I heard the Governor say thatñMinnesotans give more to charity than those in 

any other state; Minnesotans volunteer more than those in any other state; Minnesotans 

regularly worship more than those in any other state.  GiveñServeñWorshipñ         

Coincidence?  What do you think? 

People that worship a generous and loving God respond accordingly and Christiania is living, 

loving proofñ153 years of it!  

There are countless examplesñtoo numerous to list, impossible to count, too valuableñto 

value! 

One recent example is the generous pledge of matching funds to encourage regular, 

consistent giving to keep our mission, ministry and budget on the path of righteousnessñ

wonderful! 

Soon, the second phase in our Vibrant Faith initiative will begin: Service in the name of Jesus.  

Being the hands and feet of Christ to each other, our communities and the world. 

Christiania wonõt settle for beingñnice.  Give, Serve, Worship, in Jesusõ name!             

Thanks for your part in the Christiania Wonderful !  

Minnesota NiceñChristiania Wonderful! 

New Summer 

Worship Choice        

Itõs June and time to join 

us for the second service 

at 10:20-11:00 a.m.  The music, lyrics, 

liturgy, all new, all fresh!           Come, 

bring your friends, and help us make this a 

BIG SUCCESS!   

If you are interested in non-traditional 

worship and would like to help plan the 

services and/or take part in the worship 

contact Tom Carlson, Music/Worship 

Coordinator, Robin Martin or Anne 

Romstad on the Worship & Music 

Commission. 

On June 12ñ20 five youth and two adults 

will be traveling to Newport, TN to be the 

hands and feet of Christ. While in Newport, 

we will be working on various service 

projects in the community as well as with the 

local kids club. We will hike in the Smoky Mountains, attend a blue grass concert, and 

engage in various other activities in the community. The five youth who are going are: Nick 

Anderson, Aaron Howe, Tori Ruh, Tina Shirk, and Brienne West.  

Please keep us in your prayers as we travel to Tennessee to serve in Jesusõ name! 

Brave souls were out on a windy 

Saturday to start the garden planting 

process.  Thanks Dave and Bertie 

Mohling, Cal Tonsager, and Gladys 

Michelsen for their time and hard 

work.  We planted potatoes and 

onions, with more planting to come.  

A special thanks to Don Storlie for 

this year's tilling, and to Dick and 

Sandy Cross for the donation of 

plants. 

If you haven't had a chance to stop by 

the plot, we invite you to take a 

lookñit is about double the size of 

last year!  (Located next to the east cemetery.) We welcome any and all support we can 

get to make this another successful year of giving and growing.  God's work will be done.    

Christiania Gardeners  

http://www.christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:dmesaros@christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:nbrown@christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:kframe@christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:tcarlson001@luthersem.edu
mailto:bekmud21@gmail.com
mailto:sthompson@christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:j.heimarck@mchsi.com
mailto:ottojs@frontiernet.net
mailto:angbrant@integra.net
mailto:meric@integra.net
mailto:rieckda@yahoo.com


These families joined Christiania in April.  Please 

welcome and involve them in the life of our 

congregation.  They bring many gifts which will 

enhance our ministry!  

 

Welcome to Our New Members! 

Bob and Shodee Monio, with 

Lydia 16, and Shelby 8.  The 

Monios have lived in the area 

for some time, but decided the 

commute to their church in 

Eden Prairie was too long. Plus, 

Shelby joined the Chorister 

Choir in December and 

announced Christiania was their new church!  Bob is in sales at 

ReadSoft and Shodee is a homemaker.  The family enjoys 

Adam & Rachel Fausch, with 

Eleanor 3, and Charles 3 

months.  Adam is a Data 

Recovery Engineer at Kroll 

Ontrack and Rachel is a 

Retail Banking Manager at 

State Bank of Belle Plaine.  

They joined because a 

friend invited them and 

found the location and friendliness of Christiania fit them. They 

Star Thorson and Jacob 

Dahn, with Samuel 3, and 

Henry 1.  The Thorson/

Dahn Family moved to Elko 

from LeCenter. Star is a 

Registered Nurse at St 

Francis Medical Center and 

Jake is an Engineer with 

Goodrich.  Their family 

likes hiking, fishing, camping, 

movies and being together 

as a family. Sam will be starting Sunday School and they dream of 

participating in a mission trip some day! 

Andy & Jody Wilkins with 

Kaylee 8, Owen, 5, Emma 3 

½.  The Wilkins Family 

recently returned to 

Minnesota from 3 years in 

Chamberlain, S.D.  Andy is 

an elementary school 

principal in Norwood 

Young America and Jody is 

a nurse for the Hartford.  

They like the family 

oriented culture of Christiania and that Biblical concepts are put 

in understandable terms. 

Michael and Traci Zenner 

discovered Christiania by 

driving by, and liked the 

welcoming atmosphere and 

the lack of pressure for 

giving.  Mike is an 

Engineering Manager for 

Toro and Traci is a 

Registered Nurse for the 

University of Minnesota Medical Center.  They hope to get 

involved in Bible Study, social gatherings and volunteer 

Lee & Dianne Bergum 

live in Northfield. Lee 

is a District Sales 

Manager for EPS and 

Dianne is a 

receptionist at the 

Northfield Hospital.  

They heard about 

Christiania through 

our involvement with 

Habitat for Humanity. Bill and Denise Kanfield and   

Kaitlyn and Ryan 
Bob and Sue Heiller and Jake Lee Anderson 
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