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Passing on Vibrant Faith Through the Four Keys:  Devotions ñServiceñRituals and Traditions ñCaring Conversations  

(formerly Community Action Council).  I 

can't tell you what a wonderful feeling it is 

to see and hear all of their wonderful 

comments and reactions.  They tell me 

how great our gifts are and how much 

their clients look forward to receiving all 

that we provide for them.  This response 

from those at 360 Communities makes me 

think about how great our church is and 

how so many people make an effort to 

help others.  Talk about meaningful, it 

makes my heart swell with pride because I 

am part of a group that does many things 

for others.   

They also asked if we are doing the garden 

again.  Are we?  I told them we have 

increased the size of our garden and that 

they can expect more veggies this yearñ

that got them excited!  

Caring Conversations: The other part of 

my story relates to dealing with elderly 

Passing on vibrant faith 

can be accomplished in 

many different ways.  I 

happen to find that my 

passions fall under 

Service and Caring 

Conversations.  I am a 

person that holds his 

beliefs more privately and close to my 

heart so you will not hear me preach or 

get religious about my faith.  Is that 

wrong?  I don't believe so, I am just doing 

things the way I was brought up and the 

way my heart tells me is right for me.  We 

all do things for a reason and we may not 

even know what the reason is.  If doing 

something makes us feel good about 

ourselvesñwhile helping others at the 

same timeñthen it is a good thing. 

Service: On behalf of our church I bring 

groceries, fresh vegetables, backpacks, and 

school supplies to 360 Communities 

WORSHIP & EVENTS 

Thursdaysñ7:00 p.m.             

Outdoor Worship 

Sundaysñ9:00 a.m.                 

Traditional Worship 

August 1ñClassic Car Sunday 

August 22ñTractor Sunday 

Sept. 5ñBack to School Blessing               

September 12 ñRally Sunday 

people.  I think we all know how this can 

be so rewarding and sometimes very, very 

challenging.  Our older citizens are 

sometimes lost in what is going around 

themñhealth issues and coping with 

changes they can't seem to understand.   

Sometimes elderly people do not get the 

time or assistance they need from their 

children.  I have been in this situation and 

have been guilty of that with my motherñ

but that doesn't mean we can't change our 

actions.  My visits to the assisted living 

home where my mom resides are always 

fun, not only with mom but with the other 

residents.  As you may know, I always 

have a comment of some sort and when I 

go into their home I can just see the 

residents waiting for me to say 

something or tease them.  In return I get a 

laugh or a smile.  It is a feeling to give their 

lonely or depressed face a smile and a 

feeling of worth.  Isn't that what life is all 

about? 

Our week in Tennessee was to me, really, 

educational I guess you could say.  I 

learned things about myself that even I 

never knew.  I learned that when a group 

of people who arenõt very close, or donõt 

even know each other are stuck in the 

same car for seventeen hours they can 

create a bond insanely quick. 

We arrived in Newport, TN on Sunday 

afternoon.  We took one of many òscenic 

detoursó up to the mountains, and after 

our little rendezvous, we made our way to 

the church that we would stay at for the 

Reflections of Mission Trip 2010ñTina Shirk 
next four days.  The first night we did 

some group things and that was about it.  

Monday morning began one very tiring 

week.  The first two days our group 

worked at this thing called òKids Club.ó  

There we ran the activities like teaching 

the kids a bible verse, or skits, or a game, 

or something of that nature.  Day one 

there was a rough one, but day two, when 

the kids warmed up to us, ran a little more 

smoothly.  I think Iõm speaking for 

everyone when I say that òKids Clubó 

wasnõt the greatest experience.  

(Continued on page 2) 
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Mission Statementñ Pastor Dave 
Have you ever felt Déjà vu, that occurrence that you are sure 

happened before, but know it couldnõt have happened before?  

Well let me explain. 

Our Passing on Vibrant Faith coaches recommend that we work 

on a mission statement for Christiania.  Mission Statements 

should be something that every member can articulate with ease, 

even the youngest members.   Often the statement consists of 

three or fewer words with further explanation. 

So I started to ponder and wonder what would not only describe 

who we are, but set us out on mission as well.  For some odd 

reason, the first word that popped into my head was òrooted.ó   

òRootedó is organic and closely associated with agriculture which 

relates well to our community.  Also, òrootedó is not a stagnant 

term.  Roots continue to grow deeper and wider to support the 

entire plant. 

Historically, we are the oldest (or at least part of the oldest) 

Norwegian Lutheran congregation in the state of Minnesota.  We 

are rooted historically for over 150 years.  Theologically, we are 

rooted in our Lutheran heritage practicing and delivering a 

message of saved by grace, saved by faith.  Additionally, our 

membership is intensely committed to the Biblical witness of 

Jesus. 

The second word that entered my consciousness was òReaching 

Outó also organic when we think of the big Oak tree that reaches 

out forming many new branches.  It is historic, recollecting that 

the Lutheran church supports missions ranging from hospitals to 

social ministries, from missionaries serving in Africa to 

missionaries in China.   Christiania surpasses all expectations for 

a church our size reaching out to Tanzania and local ministries. 

Theologically we òreach outó fulfilling the Great Commission in 

Matthew 28 taking the good news to the ends of the earth and 

the Greatest Commandment to love our neighbor as God has 

loved us. 

That left one more word to describe us for a mission statement.  

We combed the dictionary and thesaurus for words that would 

describe our community in between òRootedó and òReaching 

out.ó  Words like renewed, revitalized, and regenerated were 

suggested.  Nothing seemed to fit or describe our congregation 

very well. 

Now ð here comes the strange part of the story.  We are 

revisiting the strategic plan that Christiania initiated back in 2003.  

We met as a POVF task force one evening and some of our 

members never saw or remembered the plan.  I remembered 

that Karen Erickson was cleaning out the library and found a 

stack of 3-ring binders with the plan leaving a few on the shelf. 

I have seen the plan, but never the front binder.  Placing the 

binder in front of Tia Smith, lo and behold there was a byline 

below the title 2003 Strategic Plan ð òRooted and Reaching.ó   

Coincidence or God?   Déjà vu or happenstance? 

I choose to believe God has a hand in this.  On the facing page I 

have outlined a proposed Mission Statement that could be owned 

by Christiania.  Tell me what you think.          ~ Pastor Dave 

The Dead Sea Scrolls are widely considered one of the greatest archaeological 

discoveries of our time.  A priceless collection of 2,000-year-old documents that 

shed light onto a little-known period in religious history, the scrolls are some of the 

oldest surviving written documents in human history.  Containing original texts 

from the Bible as well as writings that tell us about the laws and society of Jewish 

culture, the scrolls were discovered in a cave along the northwestern shore of the 

Dead Sea in 1947.  Since then, they have prompted rigorous scholarly debate as to 

who their authors may have been, and they've given us a rare glimpse into what life 

was like around the time of Christ. 

Join us from Christiania to tour the scrolls on Thursday, July 22 .  We will meet 

at the Science Museum at 9:30 a.m.  The group rate (15 or more) is $28.00 and 

includes admission to museum, scrolls, and theater.  The regular price is $34.00 for 

same items listed.  Please sign up on the kiosk and deposit a check to guarantee 

your spot by July 8. 

When Wednesday rolled around I was excited 

because òKids Clubó was over and we got to do 

some real work.  There were two work sites which 

we could have gone to. We were fortunate enough 

to go to Halõs place.  Hal is one of the nicest people 

you will ever meet.  He is converting an old house 

on his property to a shelter for people who are 

down on their luck.  He also has set up a òcampó for 

additional shelters.  At Halõs we tore apart tents for 

tarps and screens to build the makeshift cabins at 

the camp.  We also did other various jobs around 

the farm like moving hay around and cleaning up 

around the place.   

To sum up, the week we spent in Tennessee was a 

rewarding, tiring, worthwhile experience.  Thank 

you for all of your supports and prayers before, 

during, and after our trip! 

(Continued from page 1)  
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Deadline for the September 2010 

edition of the Christiania Newsletter is 

August 18 .   

Email info. to Staci Thompson at 

Sthompson@ChristianiaLutheranChurch.org                                

and Karen Frame at 

Kframe@ChristianiaLutheranChurch.org. 

 

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

Walk to fight ALS   
Saturday, July 17, 9:00 a.m., at 

Elko Speedway.   

I knew three people who died 

from ALS (commonly called Lou 

Gehrigõs Disease).  Last August, 

my sister was diagnosed with 

it.  There is no treatment for 

the disease.  The walk raises 

funds for research and support 

services.  The walk is a short 5K 

(3 miles).  Donations may be 

made at www.alsa.org.  Anyone 

wishing to join in the walk may 

sign up on the website.  My 

sisterõs team is òElaineõs 

Angelsó.  Donations to òElaineõs 

Angelsó will be matched by 

Ameriprise.       

        Linda Otto 

News From Tanzania   

¶ Christiania will send one 

pastor to school for a degree 

in Theology 

¶ Bo & Juli Skillman are the 

Bega Kwa Bega Coordinators 

in Iringa this fall.  They will 

host congregations traveling 

to their partner 

congregations & distribute 

sponsorships to schools. 

¶ Families who sponsor 

students can find their 

photos at www.spas-

elca.smugmug.com/Portraits/

BKBstudents 

3rd Annual             

Classic Car Sunday ¹

August 1                    

Come view the cars during a casual showing after 

church and enjoy refreshments.  If you have a classic 

car we hope to see it on August 1.       

Contact Harold Martin with questions. 

 

Benefit for Michelle Sandquist & Family  
Friday, July 9 at Boulder Pointe Golf Club, Elko             

Contact Wendy Wolter for ticket information: wendywolter@yahoo.com.                  

See www.ChristianiaLutheranChurch.org for details.                                                     

Come support this Christiania family!                                     

Choose from golf, dinner, silent auction and D.J./dance.  

mailto:sthompson@christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:sthompson@christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:kframe@christianialutheranchurch.org
http://www.alsa.org
http://www.spas-elca.smugmug.com/Portraits/BKBstudents
http://www.spas-elca.smugmug.com/Portraits/BKBstudents
http://www.spas-elca.smugmug.com/Portraits/BKBstudents
http://www.christianialutheranchurch.org
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Missions UpdatesñGordon Storlie 
What have we been up to lately?  Donations were given to support Lutheran Social Services, Loaves and Fishes, and Camp 

Onomia.  We also gave to World Hunger supporting their vast programs.  Our donations to Lutheran World Relief ensure that 35 

people now have protection from malaria.  Our contributions to Habitat for Humanity will go toward building their next home. 

The garden is planted and growing.  We are very excited about how many people will benefit from these efforts. 

We are looking at new ways to "spice" up the food shelf donations.  Look for more information to these changes; it will be a fun 

new way to add joy to many lives. 

We are in the planning stages for a memorial garden in the East Cemetery.  We look forward to making this happen this year for 

the remembrance of our loved ones. 

On May 21st and 22nd, 2010õs St. Paul Area Synod Assembly was hosted by Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Burnsville.  As 

Council President, and at-large representativeñof which Christiania has four available slotsñI joined Pastors Dave and Nancy for 

two days full of Lutheran democracy, mixed in with a healthy dose of worship and fellowship.   

It was everything Iõd hoped-for, to feel the strong presence of Christõs church in the world, Godõs hands and feet on the ground.  

Next synod assembly, Iõm going to push for more participation by Christianiaõs lay leadership, because itõs a win-win.  The synod 

wins, because more leaders are being trained; the congregation wins, because we have a greater voice in the decisions being made; 

and the individual attendee wins, because positive energy is contagious. 

This yearõs theme was adapted from Acts 1:8: òYou will be my 

witnesseséto the ends of the earth.ó  The guest lecturer was Diana 

Butler Bass, renowned author, speaker, and scholar.  I looked 

forward very much to hearing the author of Christianity for the Rest 

of Us (2006), and was not disappointed.  Her sessions covered a 

range of topics: church history, sociology, population demographics, 

and personal revelation, all of which brought her back to mainstream 

Protestantism, and to the challenges facing a denomination so 

strongly-rooted in social justice, charity, and global mission, during 

times of dwindling membership. 

Next were a number of procedural votes, including voting on 

delegates to the Churchwide Assembly.  Unbeknownst to me, Dave 

and Nancy and I were sitting at the same table as one of the 

nominees for Churchwide Assembly Voting Member at Large.  Not 

only did I not vote for this fellow, but my ballot was the last 

completed, and lay for what seemed an eternity on top of the pile, 

with my big X appearing someplace other than next to his name.  

Luckily, he won anyway, and I was able to congratulate him on his 

success! 

There were also five fairly innocuous resolutions, and we adjourned 

to the strains of òIn Christ There is No East or West.ó  I thought, 

what a perfect choice for sending us out as witnesses!  Thank you, 

Christiania, for allowing me to represent you at this wonderful 

Lutheran event!  

Larry Hamre 

Jenny (Miller) Hill 

Mark Jensen                                        

www.caringbridge.org/visit/markjensen 

Dorothy Martin 

Carol Melgaard 

Cody Metz                                          

www.caringbridge.org/visit/codymetz 

Russ Ostlie 

Michelle Sandquist 

www.caringbridge.org/visit/michellesandquist 

Gloria Storlie 

Mabel Storlie 

Marcy Zachmeier-Ruh                              

www.caringbridge.org/visit/marcyzachmeier-ruh 

   

Family of Jim Tupa (died 5/7) 

Family of Myron S. Fredrickson (died 5/29) 

 

The Beske Family, Ken & Sueõs great nephew, Blake 

Kristina Godfreyõs mother, Renee 

Jodi Hansen's brother, DeLoren 

Karen Lundeen's father, Fred  

Cathleen Reichmuth's mother, Petal 

Marcy Tonsagerõs sister, Marilyn 
 

Prayers for Our Congregation  

View From the 2010 Synod AssemblyñJon Heimarck, Council President 

http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/markjensen
http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/codymetz
http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/codymetz
http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/marcyzachmeier-ruh

