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Norwegian Supper  

October 24  
Seating times are 4:00 p.m.,  

5:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m . 

Tickets will go on sale for 
Christiania members on September 

27, 2009 and to the public on 
October 1, 2009.   

The ticket prices this year are:  
Adults  $15.00, and Children 12 and 

under  $7.00 

Itôs that time of year again!  Weôre 
getting ready to bombard the church 
with the smell the lutefisk and weôd 
like your help with our Norwegian 
Supper.  Here are some dates to 
mark on your calendars: 

(Continued on page 3) 

Congregations that approach 

financial stewardship from a biblical 

perspective do not view the money 

Christians give to their church 

merely as a way to pay its bills.   

Rather, such congregations see 

financial contributions as a way to 

help people grow spiritually in their 

relationship with God by supporting 

their churchôs mission and ministry 

with a percentage of their incomes. 

Our congregationôs Stewardship 

Commission has selected the New 

Consecration Sunday Stewardship 

Program as a way to teach the 

biblical and spiritual principles of 

generous giving in our stewardship 

education emphasis this year. 

New Consecration Sunday is based 

on the biblical philosophy of the 

need of the giver to give for his or 

her own spiritual development, 

rather than on the need of the 

church to receive.   Instead of 

treating people like members of a 

social club that should pay dues, we 

will treat people like followers of 

Jesus Christ who want to give 

unselfishly as an act of discipleship, 

New Consecra t ion  Sunday 

encourages  peop le  toward 

proportionate and systematic giving 

in response to the question, ñWhat 

percentage of my income is God 

calling me to give?ò 

During morning worship on 

Consecration Sunday, we are 

asking our attendees and members 

to make their financial commitments 

to our churchôs missionary, 

benevolent, and educational 

ministries in this community and 

around the world.   

Every attendee and member who 

completes an Estimate of Giving 

Card does so voluntarily by 

attending morning worship on 

Consecration Sunday.   We urge 

people to attend who feel strongly 

opposed to completing a card.  The 

procedure is done in such a way 

that no one feels personal 

embarrassment if he or she 

chooses not to fill out a card.   

We will do no home solicitation to 

ask people to complete cards. 

During morning worship our guest 

leader will conduct a brief period of 

instruction and inspiration, climaxed 

by m embers  m ak ing the i r 

commitments as a confidential act 

of worship. 

We will encourage participation in 

Consecration Sunday events 

through the Consecration Sunday 

team and governing board 

members.   Since we will make no 

follow-up visits to ask people to 

(Continued on page 3) 

Consecration Sunday is Coming  

November 1  

 

Can you taste it?   Can 
you smell it?  What is your 

favorite?     

Lutefisk?    Lefse?     
Meatballs? 
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Pastor Dave Mesaros 

Devotions are like getting your 
spine re-aligned at the chiropractor. 

 

Devotions are like tuning up your 
furnace in time for the winter 
season. 

 

Devotions are like getting an oil 
change for your car. 

 

Devotions are like re-inflating a 
basketball before a game. 

 

Devotions provide a focus for our 
lives as Christians, especially in a 
world that is constantly moving our 
attention away from God and 
toward false values and principles. 
Devotions are an anchor to faith in a 
world that blows us to and fro 
across shallow, stagnant ponds or 
oceans of temptations. 

 

Actually doing devotions is difficult 
for some people because the word 
carries connotations of a 1950ôs 
Leave it to Beaver family. Imagine a 
sanitized kitchen, a mother in 
pearls, a father in a suit and two 
children, hair combed, clothes tidy, 
and everyone folding their hands 
reverently at the kitchen table with a 
King James Bible open before 
them. And after the devotions, the 
mother serves homemade pie! 
Yipes, thatôs not any family I know! 

 

Devotions are a childrenôs Bible 
story before bed and the prayer, 
ñNow I lay me down to sleepéò 

Devotions are Faith Talk cards 
stuffed in the glove compartment, 
one pulled out and discussed on the 
way to dance rehearsal or football 
practice. 

 

Devotions are Table Blessing cards 
read with half the family present, 
each pulling out their own 
microwave dinner before they bolt in 
different directions. 

 

Devotions are an automatic email 
that pops on your screen after you 
log in at work. 

Devotions are a psalm a day, or a 
Daily Text (2 Bible verses) picked 
up at the nightstand after shutting 
off the alarm, or sitting next to the 
toothpaste in the bathroom. 

 

Devotions keep us healthy and 
working properly in the kingdom of 
God. Talk to a council member or 
one of your pastors for more ideas 
and suggestions, or pick up a 
devotion book in the bookcases at 
the entrances, so you can get 
started with devotions. 
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             By Pastor Nancy L.H.Brown  

CHRISTIANIA LUTHERAN CHURCH  
26691 Pillsbury Avenue Lakeville MN 55044 

Office Hours  
9:00 AM - 12:30 PM      Tuesday - Friday 

Telephone Numbers  
Office            952-461-2283 

FAX            952-461-4182 

Web Address  

www.christianialutheranchurch.org 

Christiania Staff  

Dave Mesaros            Senior Pastor 

Nancy L.H. Brown      Associate Pastor 

Karen Frame         Office Manager 

Tom Carlson     Worship/Music Coordinator 

Britta Dumke          Youth Director 

Madalyn Petersen              Web Master 

Other Contacts  

Al Godfrey     Council President 

Marv Erickson             Usher Co-Coordinator 

Daryl Rieck             Usher Co-Coordinator 

Phyllis Hullett                 Altar Guild 

Angie Brantner      Sunday School Superintendent 

Linda Otto          Church Women (CLCW) 

Deadline for the November  2009 

edition of the Christiania Newsletter is 

October 18 .  Email your information to 

the editor, Madalyn Petersen. 

If youôd like to receive a monthly edition 

of the Christiania Newsletter via email, 

please send your request and your 

email address to Madalyn Petersen. 

Be near me, Lord Jesus  

Be near me, Lord Jesus! 
I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever 
And love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children 
In Thy tender care 
And take us to heaven 
To live with Thee there. 

Amen. 

http://www.christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:dmesaros@christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:nbrown@christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:kframe@christianialutheranchurch.org
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mailto:mpetersen@christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:algod@integra.net
mailto:meric@integra.net
mailto:rieckda@yahoo.com
mailto:dhnorthfield@frontiernet.net
mailto:angbrant@integra.net
mailto:ottojs@frontiernet.net
mailto:mpetersen@christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:mpetersen@christianialutheranchurch.org
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New Worship at Christiania  
By Tom Carlson, Music Director  

As we said in the last newsletter, Christiania will be going 

ahead with a more current worship service at the 10:45 

service.  We have set one trial date for the service so far.  

It is October 11 .  At this service we will begin trying some 

new music and slight changes to the liturgy and service 

order. 

 

The ñExpressions of Faithò exhibit is set for Sunday, 
November 15th. 

If you have something already to display or if this is an 
opportunity for you to be creative and create something 
new, you have time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact Lucky Rimpila if you are interested in 
sharing your ñExpressions of Faithò this fall.  We will have a 
form for you to complete to identify your exhibit as well as 
share with us your inspiration for your work. 

We are looking for members of Christiania to display 
their artistic ñExpressions of Faithò. 

Many people are blessed by God with talents where 
they are able to demonstrate their faith in a variety of 
mediums.  

We want you to share your faith journey with the rest 
of Christianiaôs members and visitors. 

If you are a quilter, painter, banner maker, writer, 
photographer, craft maker or have another medium 
that you would like to  share  by displaying it at 
Christiania this fall, we would like you to contact us.  

Expressions of Faith  
By Lucky Rimpila  

complete their cards, we will make every effort to inform, 

inspire, and commit everyone to attend Consecration 

Sunday worship. 

Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in 

Consecrat ion Sunday 

events. 

Al Godfrey,  President 

(Consecration Sunday from page 1) 

We are still in need of musicians and Worship leaders  

willing to participate.  If you are interested please 

contact Tom Carlson.  We also 

welcome comments and suggestions 

from the congregation on how to 

make this service a big success. 

(Norwegian Supper from page 1 )  

October 6:    Meatball Making Day. 

October 14:  Lefse Preparation Day  -  We need strong 
men for ricing the potatoes! 

October 15:  Lefse Rolling Day  -  A babysitter will be 
provided. 

October 24:  Norwegian Supper 

If anyone wants to volunteer to help, please find the sign-
up sheets on the table in the Fellowship Hall.  We need 
more waitresses since weôre serving family-style 
(weôll have some smaller vests for our smaller ladies 
and larger vests for our larger ladies).  We also need 
more members to help with clean -up at 8:00 p.m. the 
night of the dinner.   If you have any questions, contact 
Linda Otto at 952-469-8561 or Candy Karlsen at 952-469
-5111. 
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Worship Notes  
By Annie Romstad, Chairperson  

In September we talked about Psalm 100 and "owning" it 
by reading it many different ways - dancing to the poetry 
style, rapping, singing, dialoging, etc.  We hope you were 
able to do something to make the psalm come alive for you 
and be a part of your devotional response to 
our gracious God.   In October Psalm 92:1-4 comes to 
mind for devotional use for us because it speaks of the joy 
of music, the goodness of praise, and of thankfulness. 
 
We are starting a new church year, with some changing 
worship service styles and sunday school curriculums, and 
new rooms just for our youth to enjoy.  The crops are 
coming in, and the landscape is turning into warm and 
vibrant colors.  The psalmist declares "For you, O Lord, 
have made me glad by your work; at the works of your 
hands I sing for joy."  Ps.92:4   May we, with a vibrant 
(spoken or unspoken) faith declare the same.......all month 
long.     

   Next month: Psalm 84 
 

The Worship/Music Commission has formed a Liturgical 
Arts Committee with Barb Sayther, chair, and Geeg Aaker, 
Barb Bachman, and Lucky Rimpila, members.  To be a 
source of ideas and suggestions for the look and feel of 
Christiania's spaces and serve as an advisory group 
for memorial gifts are a few of their jobs.  Get to know 
them - they'd love to talk to you about their calling. 
 
A committee to investigate and introduce non-traditional 
worship styles (often referred to as contemporary) has 
been formed with Robin Martin, chair.  They have been 
busy coming up with exciting ideasðgive them your ideas 
too!  AND an offer to help, especially with instruments and 
perhaps visiting other churches and worship styles. 
 
A sincere thank you to Pastor Emeritus von 
Fischer and Tom Carlson for all their work 
to procure the new grand piano for the 
sanctuary in memory of Kathy von Fischer.  A 
loving gift to help us lift  praises to our loving 
God. 

Come, be an ñINSTRUMENTALò part of Ministry! 

We would love to have some small groups or ensembles 

play along with hymns, for preludes/postludes, and even 

special music.  Take your pick!  There are opportunities 

for ALL instruments (woodwinds, brass, percussion, and 

guitar). 

Weôd like to play for Harvest Festival Sunday, preludes/

postludes of Christmas hymns on Sundays during 

December, for the Christmas Festival, and at Easter.  

Commit to as little or as much as youôd like.  We will take 

your talents whenever you can play.  (Very little 

rehearsal!) 

If this sounds like something you would like to do to serve 

your church, please let Carol Metz know.  She will put 

groups together, get music, and help you make a ñJoyful 

Noiseò unto the Lord! 

Phone:  (952-892-1535) 

Questions?  Contact Carol Metz. 

Get your instruments out and come play with friends, in 

an ensemble, or with a larger group during worship this 

year.  We have music for ALL ages and abilities.  (Tom 

has a great computer program that can transpose parts 

and write them for whatever level you are at---so, there 

are NO excuses!) 

By Carol Metz, Band Director  

CHRISTIANIA CELEBRATIONS  

Baptisms:  

Zachary Scott Firm, son of Scott and Lori, on August 27 

Gianna Lucrecia Marchese, daughter of Marco and  Sara, 

on September 13  

 

Anniversaries  recognized during worship this month: 

Lyle and Mary Lou Ruh, 57years 

Funerals :  Astrid Henry, died September 7 

mailto:rjmetz1@frontiernet.net

