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Thanksgiving Season 
Worship  

Harvest Festival /Hymn Sing  

Sunday, November 22    

Worship Services at 8:30 and 

10:45 

Education & Fellowship at 9:45 

Noon Congregational Potluck  

Al Godfrey, Council President  

Each morning the first thing I 

thought about was, ñwhat do I need 

to get done today?ò  Life was about 

never ending lists. I 

have a list for work 

projects, another 

list for home chores 

and another list for 

taking care of 

others.  At the end 

of my day, my 

satisfaction was based on how 

many tasks I checked off that day. 

Up until a year ago, devotion 

occurred on Sundays between the 

hours of 8:30 AM to 10:30 AM 

where I reflected on scripture and 

the sermon of the week.     But is 

that it? I found a definition of 

devotion that described it as quiet 

time where one is attuned to God 

through the bible or prayer.  This 

definition does not necessarily 

create emotional appeal for 

Christians to check in with God 

daily. 

 One of the goals of Passing on 

Vibrant Faith is personal and family 

devotion.   At church council I was 

given a gift, a paperback that lists 

daily devotions for 2009.  Devotion 

is something that I now start off with 

each morning.  The daily text or 

Anne Romstad, Worship Com-

mission Chair  

When I was grow-

ing up, our fam-

i l y  h a d 

no devotional hab-

its.  Church once in 

a while, maybe, but 

no prayers or scripture readings by 

ourselves or as a family.  Then 

when I married Paul I developed a 

devotional habit with him but I was 

worried sick, literally, about doing 

them in public.  I was so shy I could-

n't even lead in silent prayer.  Paul 

reminded me that our Lord was not 

interested in how  we pray or lead a 

study, but rather, through prayer, 

reading devotional materials, silent 

meditation, that we develop a rela-

tionship with Him.  Our Lord longs 

for that.    

(Continued on page 3) 

Vibrant Faith Devotions By Members   

Thanksgiving Eve   

November 25  

Ecumenical Service  

with neighboring 

churches 

7:30 p.m. 

St. Nicholas Church 

New Market, MN 

prayer now acts as my compass 

compared to lists.  It provides me 

with a daily challenge, a reflection 

for all that I need to be grateful for 

and helps me listen to what God is 

telling me to do or work on that 

day.  God calls me to do his list, 

not mine.  
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Pastor Dave Mesaros 

Do you know that your generous 

giving helps famine in Africa, the 

homeless in Minneapolis, deliver 

Bibles to Eastern Europe, support 

missionaries in dangerous places 

like Myanmar, bring relief to disaster 

areas such as New Orleans who 

are still cleaning up, teach young 

people about Jesus in Sunday 

School at Christiania, and support 

the shut-ins for pastoral care.   The 

list is much, much longer as many 

of you know. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your gifts to many 

special ministries of outreach from 

Christiania.   Historically we have 

been blessed with extremely 

generous giving during the last 

quarter  of the year and pray that 

you will once again share your gifts 

for the many ministries performed.  

Like many churches, this year has 

been a bit more of a struggle to 

meet budgetary obligations, but 

trust that by the end of the year  

those concerns will be resolved.  If 

you wish to see the status of our 

financial condition, please turn to Al 

Godfreyôs article (page 3)for details.   

As I write this, my heart still pounds 

after nearly killing someone on 

Dodd Rd.  Driving in my Silverado 

around 45 mph, a small green (I 

saw it well) VW Jetta pulled directly 

across my path while I was only 2 

car lengths from the intersection.  I 

slammed on the brakes pulling the 

truck hard to the right.  I got a very 

good look at the passenger (whom I 

nearly killed) while the driver kept 

driving seemingly oblivious to my 

existence only veering off slightly 

from their path.  All the while, I am 

thinking the driver should be bowing 

down to me for missing him or her.   

The car drove off and my first 

thought is ñhow ungrateful.ò  Then I 

pondered, ñdoes God sometimes 

think that of me?ò  It is another one 

of those gentle (or not so gentle in 

this case) reminders that we should 

live a life of gratefulness for all that 

God has done for us.  Again, thank 

you fo r  your  gra te fu lness 

responding to Godôs goodness in 

our lives. 

God has once again worked a 

miracle on the NFL for changing the 

Vikings/Packers game from noon to 

3:15 pm on consecration Sunday, 

November 1!  So make your 

reservations for our brunch and join 

us at worship!  I look forward to 

seeing you that day. 

The other big ticket on the docket is 

the forum concerning the ELCA 

churchwide assembly last August.  

We will take this opportunity to 

discuss the facts of what happened 

at the assembly and then focus in 

on what the implications are for 

Christiania.  We understand that 

this is an important issue for many 

and a hot topic of discussion.  At 

Christiania we gather on both sides 

of the issue and I hope and pray 

that we can live respectfully in the 

tension of differing views. 

Godôs Peace 

Pastor Dave  

Pastorôs PagePastorôs Page  
             By Pastor Dave Mesaros 
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Christiania Staff  
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Deadline for the December   2009 edition 
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Financial  Information  

2008 and 2009, Iôm concerned on our reliance on the 

operating reserve and the lack of availability for 

contingency funding if needed.  To address this concern, 

the church council is exploring options until our operating 

reserve is brought back to a healthy balance. 

Christiana has a history of increased giving and 

generosity starting in October running through December 

of each year.   How we fair through the months of 

October and early November will determine if we meet 

our budget for 2009 and improve our economic health.   

Iôm optimistic given our past history of supporting 

Christiania during times of need. 

In 2010, we will submit a balanced budget based off of 

revenue projections and repayment of our operating 

reserves.  I will also be providing three separate budget 

forums in November through January for the 

congregation to weigh in on the 2010 budget before the 

annual meeting.  Thank you for your continued support 

of Christiania.    

First of all thank you for your ongoing giving to 

Christiania. Your generosity is what keeps us moving 

through caring conversations, devotion, service to others, 

and our rich tradition as a congregation.   Christiania has 

started the stewardship campaign and setting the budget 

for 2010. At the last State of the Church Address, I was 

reminded that you would like to see our financial status of 

the church on a regular basis.  I agree financial 

information is helpful, and will now add this as a regular 

feature.  A copy of the September financial report is 

available at the back of the sanctuary. 

The timing of an article on Christianiaôs financial health 

also could not come at a better time.   Christiania in 2009, 

addressed some major expenditures which include 

paying off the $49,000 roof loan from our operating 

reserve to avoid ongoing interest payments and an 

increase in staff and facility costs.  In contrast, our 

commission costs are reduced by 13 percent compared 

to the same time period in 2008. 

Christiana is coming off of the summer months, and like 

most churches has seen a reduction in giving. In August, 

Christiania used $10,000 from our operating reserve to 

cover ongoing church expenditures as our checking 

account was running low. 

In early October, once again we are finding our 

expenditures are out pacing our revenue.    We have 

transferred an additional $10,000 from our operating 

reserve to cover expenses.    The total amount pulled 

from our operating reserve in 2009, is similar to what we 

used from our operating reserve in 2008 to cover 

expenditures over the summer months. 

Given the roof loan, and use of the operating reserve for 

choices, and easy to use.  So I've started using those, 

too, and I'm hooked.  Devotions help us realize that the 

Word is full of grace and truth and that Our Lord wants 

us to be part of that. 

 

 

The easiest way for me to practice devotional habits is 

to attend worship and bible studies, sing in the choir, 

and read devotional materials that I have at 

home.  Some of them include Christ In Our Home and 

the DAILY TEXTS: Bible Verses and Prayers for each 

day of the year.  I try to read a new psalm each month 

too.   

Now we have the Taking Faith Home   Sunday bulletin 

inserts.   Those are really good - lots of variety and 

By Al Godfrey,  Council President 

((Anne Romstad  from page 1) 
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Our new ñBlended Worship Serviceò will begin weekly 

on January 3, 2010 at the 10:45 service.  

What is a ñBlended Worship Serviceò?     

We thought you might be thinking that.  Blended services 

are a combination of traditional and contemporary 

methods.  Itôs the best of the old mixed with new.  The 

ñorder of the serviceò will be relatively the same.  Look for 

changes in the music, both vocally and instrumentally.  

More songs will be used from resources beyond our 

hymnals.  We will work to add guitar as well as bass in 

addition to the piano along with a worship leader team to 

support singing.   (Remember when Paul and Mark come 

and lead our worship with guitar and singing.  Thatôs what 

we are trying to do on our own!)  We hope this new style 

will have something for everyone!   Join us on November 

15th at the 10:45 service for another sample ! 

Worship Notes 

Our beautiful new sanctuary piano, given in 

memory of Kathy von Fischer by the von 

Fischer family, will be dedicated during 

services on November 8th.  Thank you to all 

who made this gift and day of praise to God 

possible. 

 A Liturgical Arts committee has been formed.  The 

purpose of this committee is to coordinate the look and 

feel of Christianiaôs spaces in order to create and 

maintain a sense of worship and awe throughout the 

whole church building. Before considering a change to 

the art, furniture, or fixtures (or any items that affect the 

"look and feel"), members are asked to consult with the 

Liturgical Arts committee so that together we maintain a 

unified vision for our church. 

The committee members are Geeg Aaker, Barb 

Bachman, Lucky Rimpila, and Worship and Music 

Commission representative Barb Sayther.  Any one of 

them will welcome your ideas and concerns.  

Psalm 84:1 -12 is our worship devotional emphasis for 

November .  In October we stressed the works of God, 

preparing for the harvest and giving thanks for all we have 

been given.  Now, in Ps. 84, the psalmist dwells on our 

living God and the joy of God as a source of protection, 

security, good fortune, satisfaction - the fullness of 

life.  Happiness and a sense of strength comes to those 

who can trust in the living God and desire to come into His 

presence with thanksgiving.  Try reading vs. 11 and 12 

especially and perhaps you will sense it too. 

    My soul longs for the sense of your presence, Lord 

God.  Be with me through the valleys of life so I can live 

the life I sing about  in my song.  Amen  (Psalms Through 

The Year , Marshall D. Johnson) 

Next month: Psalm 130, preparation for Advent, waiting 

and hoping.     

By Robin Martin 

CHRISTIANIA CELEBRATIONS  

Baptisms:  

Colton Matthew Muell son of Brian and Laura Muellð 

September 27 

Reese Evelyn King daughter of Zachary and Angela 

Kingð October 11 

Anniversaries  recognized during worship this month: 

Henry & Hazel Swedin  - 65 years 

Funerals :  Kyle Lienðdied October 12 

Members that have been on the prayer list during this 

month: 

Cody Metz                    Mark Jensen 

Dave Mohling            Gloria Storlie 

Oren Larson                 Lee Miller  

Family of Kyle Lien 

Don & Karen Fehr as they travel and work in the Iringa Ag 

Institute 

By Anne Romstad 

Blended Worship  



Christiania Youth!  
 

 

SUNDAY PROGRAMS FOR YOUTH 
JUMPSTART 

Who: 6
th
-8

th
 Graders 

When: Sundays at 9:35am 

Where: Youth Room! (south side) 

REVIVE 

Who: 9
th
-12

th
 Graders 

When: Sundays at 9:35am 

Where: Youth Room! (north side) 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR YOUTH  
Jesus, Justice, Jazz: The Tour 

 

Who: 9-12 graders 

Where: Gustavus AdolphusCollege 

When: Saturday, November 7
th
 

 *We will leave from church at                                                      

8:30am and be back around 6:30ish pm. ** 

What:  A follow up tour to the National Youth 

Gathering. Donôt worry you can still come 

even if you didnôt go to the youth gatheringJ! 

It is a all day event where weôll experience 

music by Agape, Rachel Kurtz, and Lost and 

Found, storytelling, and service. The cost is 

$20. Sign up in the youth room by November 

4
th
.  

 

Bowling  

Who: ALL are Welcome! 

 Where: Brunswick Zone, Lakeville 

 When: Sunday, November 15
th
  

 What:  An afternoon filled with Bowling,  

 Pizza, FUN, and communityJ! The cost  

 Per person is $10. Please sign up in the                     

youth room by November 14
th
. We have 30 

stops reserved so sign up today! We will meet 

at Brunswick zone at 12:30pm.  If you need a 

ride, see Britta. See you there. Do you have 

what it takes to get a turkey?!??!?                                 
 

Recharge: Mini Lock-in 

 
 

Who: 9-12 graders 

Where: Here at church 

When: Saturday, November 21
st
 

         5:30pm ï 10pm 

What:  A time to hangout, eat food, play, talk, 

and get to know one another. Feel free to bring 

a friend tooJ! If you have any games that you 

would like to play feel free to bring them. 

Guitar Hero anyone? How about DDR? Sign 

up in the youth room by Wednesday, 

November 18
th
. See you there.. Please bring a 

bag of chips or candy to shareJ! 
 
 

Are you on facebook? Come 

check out and join our group 

called ñChristiania 

Youth!ò to keep up with whatôs going on for you 

at church and stay connected with your friends! 

See you there! 
 

 

Important Dates  
November7

th
ðJesus, Justice, Jazz: The 

Tour               

November 15
th
ðBowling 

November 21
th
ð Recharge 
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If you would like to view a color copy of 
the newsletter,  go to http:/ /
www.christianialutheranchurch.org/
newsletters.htm 

November Ministries 

Nursery Duty  
November 1        8:30    Lori & LeRoy Clausen 
  10:45    Marcy & Tori Ruh  
November 8        8:30    Karen & Mark Allen 
                          10:45    Joanne & Tina Fredrickson 
November 15      8:30    Nadine & Selena Bergstrom 
                         10:45     Kim & Cory Ewanika 
November 22      8:30    Nancy & Hannah Yeske 
                          10:45    Jeff & Julie Kirby  
November 29      8:30    Christina & Alayna Godfrey 
  10:45 Sue & Jessica Boerner 
 
Greeters  
November 1 Brian & Kim Buechele family  
November  8 George & Donna Silverness 
November 15 Marlin & Madalyn Petersen 
November 22  Jack & Joan Eckdahl family 
November 29 Merlin Leine and Karla Schrader 
 
Coffee Servers  
November 1  Consecration Sunday Brunch-Stewardship 
  Commission 
November 8 Jack & Joan Eckdahl, Jessica & Michaela 
  Emond 
November 15 Bonnie Lindquist, Brenda Mesaros, Cliff  
  Martin, Logan Giles 
November 22 Martha Donahoe, Cheryl Bahnsen, Joe  
  Donahoe, Aaron Howe   
November 29 LeRoy & Lori Clausen, Nick Bergstrom,  
  Chad Cook   
 
Communion Assistants  
November 1 Amanda and Nancy Yeske 
November  15   Laura Petersen, Judy Hanson 
 

Lectors  
November 1 Sharon Syverson 
November 8  Darcy Seurer 
November 15    Annie Romstad  
November 22    Kirsten Heimarck 
November 29  Jon Heimarck 
 
Offering Counters  
November 1 Bruce & Debbie Lundeen, Jeff Martin 
November 8 Jeff Martin, LeRoy & Lori Clausen 
November 15 LeRoy & Lori Clausen, Lori Peterson  
November 22 Lori Peterson, Dave & Bertie Mohling 
November  29 Dave & Bertie Mohling, Al Godfrey 
 
Altar Duty  
Cheryl Schindeldecker, Lisa Smith 
 
Usher Coordinators  
Daryl Rieck, Al Godfrey 
   
Confirmation Ushers     
November 1 10:45 Daniel Eckerson   
November 8 10:45 Logan Giles   
November 15 10:45 Alayna Godfrey   
November 22  10:45 Sierra Komorouski 
November 29 8:30  Aaron Howe 
  10:45 Tom Petersen 

Missions  
Gordy Storlie,  Mission Commission Chairman 

The Christiania  Garden produced more tomatoes, carrots,  

squash, and many other vegetables than anyone imagined.  

More than  950 lbs of veggies were donated to the food 

shelves in both Lakeville and Burnsville because they were 

close to each other and we had too many tomatoes for one 

food shelf (averaging 100 lbs a week). In addition $365 

was donated as a result of congregational purchases from 

the garden.    It's so KOOL (from Bertie  Mohling).  

To all, it was a wonderful thing our congregation did in the 

support of this program for kids in the Lakeville and sur-

rounding area. The program they have is called Partners 

For Success. They were so appreciative and it was  

a wonderful feeling dropping off the 12 Back packs and 2 

boxes of School supplies, plus 2 bags of groceries. 

They also commented on how excited their clients 

get about the fresh veggies.  

I know sometimes we all get so wrapped up in just 

doing our daily jobs that it is hard to think about oth-

ers.. Well a big thank you to Christiania for all that 

they do with regard to our local missions.  

 

ñWe so appreciate your partnership and  

look forward to our continued relationship with you 

and your church. ñ    Lisa from the CAC Lakeville 

http://www.christianialutheranchurch.org/newsletters.htm
http://www.christianialutheranchurch.org/newsletters.htm
http://www.christianialutheranchurch.org/newsletters.htm
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Book Discussion Group  

As we approach Thanksgiving we think of 

all our blessings. We have many and 

should be thankful every day. One that 

our group is especially thankful for is the 

joy of books. We invite you to join our 

book discussion group on the last 

Wednesday of the month in the Social 

Room. The books for the following 

months are as follows: 

November 25
th
 

YEARS OF WONDER by Geraldine 

Brooks 

December 30
th
 

Read any Christmas book or poetry and 

share it with the group 

 

Piano for Sale  

Christiania will be taking bids 

(minimum of $3,000)  for the 

Steinway upright piano that 

used to be in the Heritage Room.  Bids 

will be accepted until November 15. 

A Unique Opportunity  

 

Every 10 years theò Passion Playò is pre-

sented in Oberammergau Germany and 

2010 is the year. There is a possible trip 

opportunity in the works for a tour group 

from Christiania to see the òPassion Playò 

and walk in the steps of Luther and the 

Reformation in the summer of 2010. We 

need to get an idea of who may be inter-

ested in going on this wonderful trip. Ide-

ally we would need a group of 25-30 peo-

ple. If you are interested please contact 

Marcy Ruh at 952-469-2362 or Lori 

Clausen at 952-461-2333.  

Wednesday Meals 

 Every Wednesday 5:30-6:45, a pro-
fessional caterer prepares a good hot 
meal for confirmation kids, chorister 
choir kids, chancel choir members, 
and their families. The cost is $6.  


