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January 10  

Guest Preacher             
Dr. Gracia Grindal 

Professor of Pastoral Theology 
and Ministry and 

Communications at Luther 
Seminary, St. Paul.   

 

January 24  

Mission Sunday 

A celebration of local and 
global missions supported by 

our church. 

 

January 31  

Annual Meetings 

The Annual Meetings of 
Christiania Lutheran Church 

and Christiania Foundation will 
be Sunday, January 31, 2010, 

starting at 9:30 a.m. 

Gloryland Gospel Band 

Zandy Thalhuber  

�:�H�¶�U�H���W�U�\�L�Q�J���W�R���G�R���P�R�U�H��
devotions as a family. 
We use the sheet that 
Brock (age 6) brought 
home from Sunday 

School. There was an activity about 
the wind and that works for our 
family because we all like to be out 
of doors a lot. We listened to the 
wind and talked about how God 
made it. My son said it was 
�³�D�Z�H�V�R�P�H���´ 

At dinner it was suggested that we 
talk about our favorite thing God 
made. One of the boys said the 
dog. It led into a discussion about 
who feeds the dog and who should 
feed the dog. We stopped devotions 
that evening. 

I brought out the Bible one night 
and one of the boys complained, 
�³�1�R�W���W�K�H���%�L�E�O�H���D�J�D�L�Q���´�������,�W���J�D�Y�H���P�H���D��
chance to talk to them about 
listening and respect.  Then I 
realized we should be using the 
Spark Story Bible instead of the big 
�J�U�R�Z�Q�� �X�S�� �%�L�E�O�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�\�� �G�R�Q�¶�W��
understand. That really works. The 
boys know Mr. Squiggles is colored 
in on every page so when we read 
�W�K�H���%�L�E�O�H���V�W�R�U�\���W�K�H�\���O�R�R�N���I�R�U���K�L�P�����,�W�¶�V��
fun to read with the kids now. 

With some patience on my part and 
the kids getting used to our new 
devotional habits, praying at dinner 
is fun too.  Even Brody (age 2) 
reminds us to pray at dinner! 

 

Vibrant Faith Devotions By Members  

Brian Smith  

�'�H�Y�R�W�L�R�Q�V�"�� �� �,�¶�P�� �Q�R�W�� �D��
�V�X�F�F�H�V�V�� �D�W�� �L�W���� �E�X�W���� �,�¶�P��
not a failure.  Failure 
only happens by not 
trying. 

I learned that early on from my 
mom and dad who tried to get our 
family of 7 to sit quietly long 
�H�Q�R�X�J�K���W�R���U�H�D�G���D���E�L�E�O�H���Y�H�U�V�H�����³�P�L�Q�L
-�V�H�U�P�R�Q���´�� �D�Q�G�� �S�U�D�\�H�U���� �1�R�W�� �Y�H�U�\��
successful. But, not a failure! 

My efforts at doing traditional    
devotions - a quiet place,          
devotional, bible and time to savor 
�W�K�H�� �O�H�V�V�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �S�R�Q�G�H�U�� �K�R�Z�� �,�¶�O�O������
apply it in my life have been largely 
unsuccessful, mostly because I 
tried and quit and tried again and 
finally stopped trying.   

However, I do spend about 30   
minutes almost every day during 
my commute to/from work having 
�³�G�U�L�Y�H-�W�L�P�H���P�X�V�L�F�D�O���G�H�Y�R�W�L�R�Q�V���´ 

�:�K�D�W�¶�V���W�K�D�W�"���,�W�¶�V���Y�H�U�\���V�L�P�S�O�H�� 

My car radio is either on WCCO for 
news and weather, or KTIS (98.5 
FM) for contemporary Christian 
music.  Wow, what a contrast!  
From news and stories that can 
crush my spirit (click) to songs that 
lift my spirits.  When I spend my 
commute dwelling on God-filled 
music and ponder its meaning for 
my life- �W�K�D�W�¶�V���P�X�V�L�F�D�O���G�H�Y�R�W�L�R�Q�V�� 

�8�Q�W�L�O���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�L�D�¶�V���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���W�R���I�R�F�X�V��
on Devotions, one of the 4-keys of 
the Passing on Vibrant Faith     
�S�U�R�J�U�D�P���� �,�� �K�D�Y�H�Q�¶�W�� �F�R�Q�V�F�L�R�X�V�O�\��

thought about the practice of doing 
devotions.  But with that challenge and 
reminder of how important it is in my 
�I�D�L�W�K���O�L�I�H�����,�¶�P���P�D�N�L�Q�J���D�Q���H�I�I�R�U�W���W�R���W�K�L�Q�N���R�I��
my commute as not just time listening 
to the radio, but the conscious practice 
of doing daily devotions. 

�7�U�\���L�W�������,�W�¶�V���V�R���H�D�V�\���H�Y�H�Q���,���F�D�Q���G�R���L�W���������� 
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