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Vibrant Faith Devotions By Members

WORSHIP SERIES

ASH WEDNESDAY

February 17
WoEship at 11:30 a.m. and 7 p.m.

Jon Heimarck Alice Storlie

Last summer, when Growing up at our

we heard that home was always

Christiania had about church centered

chosend of the four activities. We always

keys for passingona said our prayers at

vibrant  faithd the meal time and
one called fDevot i obedtim& rOur imdar me prayesst
was that weodd real liyncdludwerd itthe ACome
liked the idea of service, as a means of  before our meal and a prayer after our
getting out our name and spirit, and me a | which was thi
Christiania was not at all weak on thanks unto the Lord, for he is good
rituals and traditions, either. 1 would and his mercy endJ
have been pleased with either choice Don and | established our home

in lieu of devotions. Even faith
conversations seemed more
accessible. What were devotions, after
all? | thought of ablutions, and
vespers, and all the other little
monastic rituals, and it creeped me
out, frankly. Or | thought of someone
from the outside coming in and telling
me how to study
feature that either. So | held my
breath, and hoped for the best.

| think the first insert hit the bulletin in
September or so, and the cause was
not furthered inasmuch as the pages
were odd-shaped, compared to the
regular pages, and | always hate that,
being 100% Norwegian. But the first
devotions insert was printed on
goldenrod-colored paper, and | think
that saved it
devotee of the word goldenrod.
Thereds something
of it. (I donodt
my own reaction if the first insert had
been printed on fuchsia!)

Then | began to read the words, and

(Continued on page 2)
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devotional life we stopped saying the
prayer after our meal but taught our
children about prayers before meals
and at bedtime. They are all grown
and have families of their own and |
pray that those growing up practices
follow them into their home life.

my Oves ithg years, | have taken seyerk

bible studies which included the Bethel
Bible Series and CLCW Bible studies
in small groups which were called
Circles. The Bethel Bible Series was
an intense two year study that | took
before we had children. It was a
course taken so that we could teach it
to others in the church. 1, however,
never did teach it. | am really enjoying
the Bible study that we have on
Thursday mornings here at church. Of

| Gaurse, thee pepeyinsour droeienmake if

a fun and enjoyable hour every week.

i nc
alldryd Jesuso prayef
WEEKLY LENTEN SBRVICE\S, o

S
February 246 March 24
I &\orbhip &t 21736 8. bnd ? p.m. Als
(noon luncheons and
soup suppers at 5:30 p.m.)
MAUNDY THURSDAY
April 1
Worship at 11:30 a.m. and 7 p.m.

GOOD FRIDAY
April 2
Worship at 7 p.m.

EASTER SUNDAY
April 4

Worship at 6:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m.
and 10:45 a.m.

in the sound

having a devotional time together but
we do read the Daily Guidepost
devotional everyday on our own. | feel
strongly that a reminder everyday of
the word from God has to help us get
through a multitude of worries and
problems in our day.

at e
I have grown up in the church and yet

there are times when
pray enough for help in my daily life

and to thank God for the many
blessings | have been given. 1 think |

will have that as my New Year
resolution.
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Preparing for the Season

By Pastor Nancy

|l 6m good at prepari
| have a tight schedule for decorating
the tree and baking cookies, but |
always find myself behind for Lent.
When the ashes are smudged on my
forehead | think for the first time,

AWhat am | goin
give up for Le

And even then, it feels too late.

The calendar helps this year. Ash
Wednesday on February 17 begins
Lent and this gives me two weeks to
mull over some possibilities. Giving up
meat is an ancient idea that still makes

sense 1 let go of rich food, but
nowadays there are other options.

Here are some ideas gleaned from the
ELCA Facebook page:

9 Last year | gave up GOSSIP for
Lent: an eye-opening experience.
When | did this, | had to think about
everything before | spoke and because
my co-workers knew | was doing this, it
became a collective experience.

T 1 turned the
of 6addingb i chealtmy
choices. | add exercise, Bible reading,
prayer time and healthier foods.

9 I do give up a few things, like
anger and negativity towards others.
Additionally, | take on some project,
usually for children or the elderly.

9 | started to do something during
Lent rather than give up food.

6gi vdeVrPBO

Volunteer at a local food pantry, daily

’m)ﬁ'%””q s BEIP ¢ d me

me

each other

| have a few of my own ideas and by
this Ash Wednesday, | am hoping to
make these 40 days a discipline that
changes my heart.

wha't | 6m wor k

me yours. Maybe we can encourage
and hold each other
accountable as we walk together
toward the cross and the tomb.
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Ash Wednesaday:

LENTEN WORSHIP SERIES
Singing the Faith

A faithful journey through some of our most preciou
treasures i our hymns. We will encounter some
favorite songs and hymns, how they came about, and
why they are so important to our faith.

FEBRUARY 17
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worship at 11:30 a.m. and 7

p.m.

Weekly Lenten FEBRUARY 24 -  worship at 11:30 a.m. and 7
MARCH 24 p.m. with luncheon and soup

Services: suppers

Maundy Thursday: APRIL 1 worship at 11:30 a.m. and 7

p.m.
Good Friday: APRIL 2 worship at 7 p.m.
Easter Sunday: APRIL 4 worship at 6:30, 8:30, 10:45

a.m. with Easter breakfast

(Continued from page 1)

the spirit filled my heart.

Hallelujah in two dimensions!

spirit, God

Like the sunrise, it was plain that a great deal of
thought had been expended in its preparation.

| began to look forward to next

n

inserts, and now | keep my own copy with me at all times, in my back pocket.
When | need sustenance, | reach into my pocket to find my daily bread.

It just goes to show that every time | am smug in my own faith, having a closed
del ights
knowledge of Him, and then reveals surprise and wonder.
heavensd and make time for your devotions!

pl aying a pran
Praise to the
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Sunday School News
We need YOU to teach Sunday School

by education volunteer, Linda Dorn

Jump Start
Jeremy & ]]odi Storlie, Tania & Arcadio Drexler Gutierrez,
know your wa

DRy ePales@ihfison O F n

I f you can push o6play6é on a
around a kitchen, Sunday School is looking for you. A
teacher for the Video series, and one in the Cooking class
is needed. The themes are Holy Week/Easter and Fruits of
the Spirit. All materials and training are available and EASY
to follow.

Revive
Britta Dumke

If you love working with kids, we have a place for you.
Pl ease | et Linda Dorn know if
time during our K-5" grade Sunda}: School programming
and Pastor Nancy for pre-K, 6" grade and beyond

What a great way to make a difference in the life of a child!

Contact Linda Dorn if you can help out at
li[dorn@stthomas.edu or 952-652-3030. (You can also pair

up with another adult to share the teaching schedule.)

Family Sunday

Family Sunday is on Sunday,
February 14 at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship
Hall. All children and their families are
invited to join us for some together .
time and a fun craft activity. Tables
will be reserved for the special event.

Come and enjoy a delicious pancake breakfast!

A BIG thank you

to the following Shepherds and

Teachers who have taught during the fall 2009 and first
rotation of 2010. We could not provide the great education
for our students without you!!

Shepherds
Kindergarten
First Grade

Second Grade
Third Grade
Fourth Grade
Fifth Grade

Teachers Pre -K
Kindergarten 2011

Kindergarten 2010

Teachers K -5
Video
Art

Bible Skills and Games

Science
Music
Cooking

Substitute Teachers

Daron DuLac & Kathy Estrem

Deb & Robb Nelson and Brian
McGregor

Kristen Geissler

Lynn Emond

Linda Dorn and Darcy Seurer
Deb Mischke

Kelly & Lance Ronn, Pam & Bruce
Zidarich, Cathleen Reichmuth

Sara McGregor, Valayna Simon

Kim Mortenson, Kori Knudsen
Kim Robertson

Staci Thompson

Julia Kirby

Michelle Vosejpka

Roxi Christensen, Jodi Emmons

Marcy Zachmeier-Ruh, Zandy Thalhuber, Juli Skillman,
Kirsten Storlie, Kori Knudsen, Melissa Braun

opportunities.

ou3ve, got
mgbristiania

Swimming, crafts, games, skits, songs,

campfire, Bible Study, canoeing, and FRIENDS!

L_ocatiadamp onomia
Dates: july 19-22 Monday -Thursday
Ag €S. 3rd - 6th graders, members and friends of

Christiania participants
CoOSt: 165 (a regular week at Onomia costs $380)

ContacHrita bumke, our Youth Director, for
registration information

Camp is staffed by Christiania adults & teens, Youth
Director & Pastors.

($50 deposit is due May 1.)

Confirmation May 2010

The Rite of Confirmation has been moved back to 1:00
p.m. on Sunday May 16, 2010. The later time will
accommodate all families of confirmation students and
make 10:45 worship accessible to regular Christiania
worshippers.

Mark your calendar with this  new time!
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Stewardship
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When you think about it, what do we really know about
what will meet us in the days, weeks and months that make

for a year? Will it be life-changing? We can expect a lot,
but are guaranteed very little.

As Christians we are guaranteed that there will be trouble,
chall enges, sadness, joy,
you ask, iwhat does this
Everything!

Stewardship is a responsec¢éa
gives us everything and how we respond as Christians sets

us apart from non-Christians, I't could change |ivesé includi
Generous Contribution for Iringa Drought
Thank you to everyone who baked and bought Christmas
cookies, and to those who created and donated toward a
speci al Christmas ACornament|o. ent $2,666 |to
Iringa for drought relief.
This contribution by
Christiania  members
provided 10,600 Ibs. of Norma Clubb
corn wr_nch _helps each Hank Geissler
family in eight of the .
hardest villages in MW (Bill) Johnson
northeast Iringa. A T o Bob Powell
see the gospel of :
Christds L oVl e Myrtle Silverness
out bag by bag, to Mark Jensen
Christians,  Muslims, www.caringbridge.org/visitmarkjensen
and all Godqgls children
. . Cody Metz
was overwhelming. The people were gracious and _ _ o
appreciative, and we were hulnbl ed i n t Wenvcaringpridge.graiisit/eodymetzsila i d

the Rev. Tom Hansen and his wife, Beth, members of the
Iringa Task Force.

I
u

gr
h a

Chil drenos Offer.i

ndg

Sunday School children have given
$1,149. Plus, during Worship
services the children have given
more than $300 through Melman

the qgiraffe. What great givers!
These gifts support wonderful
ministries i nclu

education in Iringa, 2) safe housing
for runaway youth through Lutheran
Social Services, and 3) Camp
Onomia. Thank you!!

d

Deadline for the March 2010 edition of the Christiania Newsletter
is February 18 . Email information to Staci Thompson at
Sthompson@ ChristianiaLutheranChurch.org & Karen Frame at
Kframe@ChristianiaLutheranChurch.org.

By Brian Smith

So, how do Christians respond?

1. Be Honest: We deserve nothing. This world and all
we experience is a gift from God.

2. Be Thankful for everything.
us for a reason.

It has been put before

3. Be Care-ful. Take care of that which has been put
within our awareness.

i So

0
4. Be Generous. Ask not what you can share. Rather,

what do you really need to keep for yourself?

' Use each of your 28 days of February in a meaningful way. d

Marcy Zachmeier-Ruh
www.caringbridge.org/visit/marcyzachmeier-ruh

All those affected by the tragic earthquake in Haiti.

Worship Notes

The devotional emphasis for February is Psalm 4,
known as a psalm of peace and trust. The psalmist writes
about how he has been accused unjustly and suffered
htlly, b54t Gog standts by(p@ﬁatta% times, even when He
ot be Keen‘or felt. ' It1sa good psalm to read following
the busy-ness of the holidays and the darkness of the earth
waiting for Spring. This psalmist has found an inner peace
and, from that, trust. It has been said that the adage "let
go, and let God" could have come from this
psalm. May you feel God with you in your times of need or
distress, and may you be led to a sense of peace and
safety.

By Anne Romstad

Next month: Psalm 84 - finding the joy of the presence of
the Living God.
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