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December 13

7:00 PM Christmas
Festival -Music by all the
choirs

December 20
Sunday School Program
3:00 PM

December 24
Christmas Eve

Worship Services at 3:00,
4:30, 9 :00 and 10:30 PM

December 25
Christmas Day
9:30 AM Worship

Regular Worship services on
all Sundays in December at
8:30 and 10:45 AM

No Sunday School on Dec. 27
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Vibrant Faith Devotions By Members

Britta Dumke,
Youth Director

While I was
growing up, every
night before 1 would
go to sleep my
mom would sing my sisters and |
fiJesusoO0 songs
stories. After we sang a few songs
and read a few books my mom
would make the sign of the cross on

our foreheads and
with you, o6 and we
with you. 0o After

routine and we started saying it to
one another not only at bedtime but
also as we went off to work and
school.

I have learned a personal
devotional life can take place, at
any time, and in any way that works
for each individual. |1 spend time
with God each day when | am
driving in my car listening to music
or going for a walk through the
woods. | also receive a text
message each day with a bible
verse. When | wake up each
morning, | read the verse and then
reflect on it throughout my day. As |
reflect on the verse it help me keep
my focus of God and his word
rather than the words of others.

Cheryl Bahnsen

When | think of @&
devotions, | have a |§ .

memory of my X
father sitting in a
chair in the early
morning hours reading his Bible

a nd amdeha daily text from Gufdeposts.

| am still touched by that vision in
my mind and am thankful to have
experienced God-loving parents
thraughodt mynlile. Lor d be
would reply

mid teens, the importance of quiet
time with God has remained a
focus for me. In my early adult
years, | remember receiving a
subscription to Guideposts and
after a couple of years developed
my own daily devotions.

My parents started a faith walk with
each of their children and this faith
walk has pulled us through many
situations. | am amazed when |
look at the faith my sister has after
losing her daughter to a tragic car
accident at the age of sixteen. My
brother, at 41 years old, had
bypass surgery. My step brother,
at the age of 37, died in a training
maneuver in Poland while serving
in the United States Army. God
has been faithful through all of this.

(continued on page 3)

ffal so

a WRHgh My pajents diyqregdinguy o



Weekly we gather for worship at
Christiania Lutheran Church, but
have you ever asked yourself; why
am | here? For some people
worship is a habit, for others a time
to socialize, others come to hear the
music, and still others come to be
spiritually nurtured. Some people

prefer to spend time alone to
contemplate God, or outdoors
Acommuning with

true Christian worship that is based

on the
history requires an assembly of
believers. The

assembly of all believers among
whom the gospel is purely preached
and the holy sacraments are
administered according to the
gospel o (Augsbur
Article VII).

Then what does actual worship
consist of?

Lutheran worship consists of
four distinct segments:

-Gathering: A time of preparation to
hear the word of God.

-Wor d: Godos wor
preached to the church (us).
-Me a | The receivi

and blood for our forgiveness.

-Sending: Going to serve in word
and deed, sharing the good news.

Our new bulletin format allows us to
include the above headings and
show the actual contents of each of
these sections.

An intrinsic part of the above
outlined worship plan is grace, God
working in us through the Holy
Spirit. So our worship exalts not in
what we offer God, but in what God
grants to us. The whole liturgy, and

Lutheran Worship

By Worship/Music Coordinator, Tom Carlson

in particular the sermon, seeks to
provide an wunderstandable
visualization of Jesus Christ and the
good news of the gospel as it
relates to our lives today. As Luther
states in the third section of the
Smal cald Articl
return to the gospel, which gives
guidance and help against sin in
more than one way, because God is

n extravagantly rich in his grace: first,

through the spoken word, in which

scri pt ur e sthe forgiveness of sins is preached

to the whole world (which is the
cproper function of the gospel);
second, through baptism; third,
through the holy Sacrament of the
Altar; fourth, through the power of
the keys and also through the
mutual conversation and
consolation of br

The content of Lutheran worship
liturgy is a summation of the gospel.
Following are some familiar parts of
our worship together and where
they come from in the bible.

-Apostolic Greeting : 2 Cor. 13:14
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be
with all of you.

-Hymn of Praise: Luke 2:14 "Glory
to God in the highest heaven, and
on earth peace among those whom
he favors!"

-Gospel Acclamation : John 6:68
Simon Peter answered him, "Lord,
to whom can we go? You have the
words of eternal life.

-Lamb of God : John 1:29 The next
day he saw Jesus coming toward
him and declared, "Here is the
Lamb of God who takes away the
sin of the worl d!

es

: SurfildY vorshi® ¥ Chiistidhib.

-Benediction : Numbers 6:24-26  The
LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD
make his face to shine upon you, and be
gracious to you; the LorD lift up his
countenance upon you, and give you
peace.

Many familiar hymn texts also come from
the bible, either directly, paraphrased, or
as an inspiration for the words. Next time
you are reading the bible, keep track of

how many references you can find to our
t o

Soli Deo Gloria,

Tom Carlson
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Office Hours
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Telephone Numbers

Office 9524612283
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Linda Otto Church Women (CLCW)
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Financial Information

Thank you for your ongoing giving at Christiania. Your
continued support is what keeps the mission of the
church moving forward. We appreciate your ongoing
dedication to giving
community and global missions.

on Christianiabds projected gi
Christiania continues to monitor its budget closely and an updates on our financial situation.
October financial report is available gt the back of the A budaet forum is scheduled on December 6™ in the
sanctuary. At the end of October, offerings for the general Fellowship Room at 945 AM t o t al k about Cl

operation of the church are down $30,000 from the same
time last year. To adjust accordingly, ongoing church
expenses are also down by six percent. Of additional
concern is the reliance on our operating reserve to pay
bills during the summer months of decreased giving, and
paying for the roof to be fixed in 2008. Without the ability
to replenish the operating reserve at the end of the year,
our balance is now down to several thousand dollars.
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By Al Godfrey, Council President

whi ch

approved several actions. First, for Christiania to
establish a line of credit for an operating reserve in case
Christiana is faced with unforeseen financial challenges.

%&5}15\)9 &tablish & Bapahcgdaoﬁdgelt ﬂe>¥t §e§r bé'SQd our

2009 and 2010 financial situation.

Two more budget forums for your input are planned
before the Annual Meeting.

If you have any questions, please feel free to ask any
member of the Executive Committee, Al Godfrey, Dick
Sayther, Arnie Schultz and Cindy Tonsager, or a church
council member.

To ensure church financial stability, the Council has
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IMPORTANT FINANCIAL NOTES

Christiani ads fori2008 wilcclose lon DEGEMBER 31. Gifts
for 2009 must be in the church office by that date. Thank you for your gifts

supporting the programs and missions of Christiania.

and Christiania Foundation will be Sunday, January 31, 2010, between wor-
ship services.

Annual Report information must be in the church office by Thursday, Decem-
ber 31, 2009.
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g ANNUAL MEETINGS 1 The Annual Meetings of Christiania Lutheran Church
E
E
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(Cheryl Bahnsen from page 1) Devotions can be as simple as reading a Bible verse or

joining a Bible study, can be done in a group or alone, there

My daily devotions vary and | use several items to 4
is no right or wrong way.

continue my faith walk. Christ in Our Home and Portals
of Prayer can be picked up outside the church office. |

also use a great resource called One Year Mini for ol

Wo me n which provides dai l y i . o

Word. | recently added the Daily Texts Bible Verses and ?:cm%a{ T

Prayers donated to our congregation from the Mount Lt e (f/ﬁ"{n?!’r. S

Carmel Ministry. s R = |
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Worship Notes

Advent is here! Once again we celebrate in worship the
coming of our Savior - Jesus, Immanuel, the fulfillment of
the promise.

Our worship devotional emphasis for December is
Psalm 130 where, in vs. 1-4, the psalmist cries out in
despair and longing for the promise, given to Abraham,
to be fulfilled. In vs. 5-8 that despair turns to a prayer
where we see t he wor ds "
"r e d e &hm psalmist reminds us that we are freed up
to wait and watch for the Lord in trust and in hope, and
that redemption will come. Advent and Ps. 130 is all
about waiting and hoping . May your devotions on this
psalm help support your faith and trust in waiting for the
Lord who comes to us as an infant at Christmas!, as well
as daily in your life with him - God's glory made
incarnate.

Next month: Psalm 131, a song of quiet trust.

Liturgical Arts Committee

The Worship and Music Commission was asked to form a
Liturgical Arts committee.  This committee consists of
Geeg Aaker, Barb Bachman, and Lucky Rimpila along
with representation from the Altar Guild and the Worship
Commission.

The committee has developed the following Mission
Statement:

firhe Liturgical Arts Committee shall be a source of ideas
and suggestions for the look and feel of Christiania
spaces, and also serve as an advisory group for the

CHRISTIANIA CELEBRATIONS

Baptisms: Raeanna Florence DuLac, daughter of Daron
and Jackie, baptized November 8

Prayer concerns this month:

Cody Metz Mark Jensen

o

MW ABill 0Johnson

Emme Mohn Barb Bachman
Leroy Voehl Margaret Corrigan

Dennis Melgaard Harris Hagen

W a

Gl o@

By Anne Romstad

December 13 - Devotional Sunday, all services; Christmas
Festival at 7pm

December 20 - Traditional services with
communion; Sunday School Christmas Program at 3pm

December 24 - Services at 3p, 4:30p, 9p, and 10:30p with
communion at 10:30 only.

Ddcenber 25"- Bitigtrfas Lerviceat9B0 am
December 27 - The 12 Days of Christmas, both services

January 3 - Traditional at 8:30, Blended at 10:45,
communion

January 10 - The Baptism of Our Lord Sunday with guest
preacher, Gracia Grindal, on our Lutheran Heritage, both
services and adult forum.

***Poinsettias  to beautify our worship spaces for
Christmastime will be sold Nov. 29 through Dec. 20,
$11/plant***

By Barb Sayther

council, staff, and commissions, and for congregation
members who wish to make memorial gifts. When
decisions are being made that involve additions or changes
to the church décor or furnishings, the Liturgical Arts
Committee will help assure that all art, furniture, fixtures
and their placements work together to create a worshipful
space and are in keeping with the existing flow and
materials. o

Committee contact is Barb Sayther

952-435-1761 bsayther@frontiernet.net

[l a g g gl
® Wednesday Meals

Everyone is welcome to Wednesday Meals, served
5:30-6:45 pm for only $4 per person. No eating in
® the car, no rushing around the house i these are

hot and healthy and prepared by a professional
chef.

If you would like to view a color copy of
the newsletter, go tohttp://
www.christianialutheranchurch.org/



http://www.christianialutheranchurch.org/newsletters.htm
http://www.christianialutheranchurch.org/newsletters.htm
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Stewardship

On Our WayéRejoicin
Rejoice!

We have just completed two big offering appeals that are
vital to the life of our church:

Stewardship Buffet- Tme and Talent offering, and,
Consecration Sunday- Financial offering
Again, | say Rejoice!

As from Christianiabds begi
by their response that supporting the mission and ministry
here is very important in their lives and in the lives of oth-
ers-here and around the world,

We are blessed to have caring members like YOU that
give what they can in prayer, praise and offerings. You

New Members Received October 25

Seven families joined Christiania on Oct. 25, all coming
through Sunday School!

Gary & Melissa Braun, Grace age 7 & Colton age 5,

Elko. The Brauns tried several churches in the area
and liked Christiania. They enjoy baking, gardening,
hunting, fishing, driving 4 wheelers and visiting friends
and family. Melissa works for US Bank. They decided
to join Christiania because the kids like Sunday School.

Troy & Marie Bronson, Jake age 8 & Claire age 3,
Lakeville. The Bronsons knew Pastor Dave at Farm-
ington Lutheran Church and came to Christiania be-
cause of the strong youth program. They think the size
of the congregation makes for a very family oriented
atmosphere. Troy works at Magellan Pipeline and
Marie at FMS Corp.

Bill & Denise Kanfield, Kaitlyn age 11 & Ryan age 8,
Elko. The Kanfields have worshipped with Christiania
for several years. They like the strong youth focus,
being community-driven and service orientation. The
family enjoys lots of sports and the outdoors. Bill works
at the University of Minnesota and Denise for Clear-
wire.

Brian & Laura Muell, Kaitlyn age 10 and Colton 6
months, Elko. The Muells first visited Christiania
when friends were married here, and appreciate the

by Brian Smith

g !
responded to the call and as a family in Christ we Re-
joice!

As we enter the seasons of Advent and Christmas we
are at the doorway of a
the Hands and Feet, Heart and Voice of Christ. 2010
has unimaginable possibilities of passing on the faith!
Christiania is committed to using your offerings to ex-
press the love, grace, compassion and forgiveness that

we receive and share as Christians. ali

Rejoice in serving Him!

Your Stewardship Commission
Brian Smith Cheryl Schindeldecker, Brian McGregor
and Sharon Syverson

L N L L L N L L L L L L L L AL L LR AR AL LR AL AL LR LA L R,
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: Welcome to our Church Family :
- .
::\-\.'\-\.'\-\.'\-\.'\-\.'\-\.'\-\.'\-\.'h.'h.'h.'h.'h.'h.\,\\\.\.'\-\.'\-\.'\-\.'\-\.'\-\.'\-\.'\-\.'\-\.'\-\.\.\.\.\.'\.\.\.'\.\.\.\,\\\.\.'\u\.\.\.\.'\u\.\.:

activities for youth, the community and our location close
to their home. Kaitlyn enjoys singing and acting and
Laura volunteering. Brian works for Northern Natural
Gas and Laura at General Mills.

Mark & Lori Rogers, Mandy age 12, John age 10, &
Michael age 5, Elko. The Rogers have been at Christi-
ania for several years and say our church is a lot like the
small town community church Mark & Lori grew up in.
They came to Christiania because their friends and
neighbors are here. The family enjoys hockey, motorcy-
cles, snowmobiles and any outdoor sports. Mark is a self
-employed mason and Lori an accountant at SMSC.

Jason & Tammy Scribner, Ayden age 5, Leyton age 3
and Dylan 1, Webster. The Scribners found Christiania
by driving by and when they visited it felt like home. They
enjoy being together as a family. Jason is self-employed
in propane exchange wholesaling and Tammy is a hair
stylist.

Leroy & Marlene Voehl, Prior Lake. The Voehls
(pronounced Vale) joined Christiania because of the ser-
vices and the very friendly people. They want a home
church to belong to again. They are parents to Tammy
Scribner and family who are also joining. The Voehls en-
joyed motorcycling, traveling, camping, and family. They
are self-employed at Great Bear Tire & Auto.

n e




Nursery Duty
December 6

December 13
December 20
December 27
Greeters
December 6
December 13
December 20

December 27

Coffee Servers
December 6

December 13
December 20

December 27

Lectors
December 6
December 13
December 20
December 27
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December Ministries

8:30 Cheryl Schindeldecker,Glenda
Petersen

10:45 Doneen, Becca, & Nick Viall
8:30 Phyllis Hullett, Nicole Erickson
10:45 Kim Robertson, Nick Anderson
8:30 Gordon & Kirsten Storlie
10:45 Tori & Alyssa Larson
8:30 Bruce & Debbie Lundeen
10:45 Karen & Ashley Lundeen

Gordon & Sharon Thompson
Lori Peterson

Bo & Juli Skillman

Bob & Arlene Jacobson

Marlin & Madalyn Petersen, Kody Storlie,
Tom Petersen

Mike & Cheryl Groves, Rachel Voss,
Kirsten Schultz

Earl & Cheryl Schindeldecker, Alayna
Godfrey, Niki Orndorff

Phyllis Hullett, Carole Shafer, Claire Krenz,
Amanda Rogers

Jeff Otto
Lori Clausen

Youth Lectors

Mission Opportunity

What are you getting for Christmas?

Picture this: a family gathered around a stove, heated by
wood in a small one room home, anxiously awaiting their
Christmas meal. They might each receive a small bowl of
hot cornmeal, and they bow their heads and offer a prayer
to celebrate Christ's Birthday. Unfortunately, this is the

scene for many of our friends and fellow Lutherans in Africa.

There is a serious famine in Iringa and many families are
struggling to feed their children daily while adults often eat
only one meal a day or every other day.

To help these people it takes less than what you might

imagine. $50 buys 200 Ibs of corn which will feed an aver-
age family for a month. If we decrease one Christmas gift
we give our families by $5 or more, we can make a signifi-

Offering Counters

December 6 Al Godfrey, Steve & Geeg Aaker
December 13  Steve & Geeg Aaker, Kermit Berg
December 20 Kermit Berg, Brad & Lisa Smith
December 27 Brad & Lisa Smith, Don & Alice Storlie

Altar Duty

Phyllis Hullett, Madalyn Petersen

Usher Captains
Dave Mohling & Larry Hamre

Confirmation Ushers

December 6 8:30  ClIiff Martin
10:45 Tori Ruh
December 13 8:30 Alyssa Kanten
10:45 Tina Shirk
December20 8:30 Cody Metz
10:45 David Thompson
December 27 8:30 Kody Storlie
10:45 Daniel Eckerson

Warnm Clmnistess
Blessings o it
Deadline for thelanuary 201@dition of the Christiania

Newsletter iDec 18 Email your information to the

editor, Madalyn Petersen,
mpetersen@christianialutheranchurch.org

by Gordy Storlie

cant difference for these people. We also ask that you add
these families to your prayers as you celebrate the holi-
days with your own families

A Bake Sale will be held on December 13 be-
ginning at 9:30 with all proceeds going to
help with Christmas in Tanzania, Africa.

Can you help? Could you bring some baked goods for
the sale? Would you like to pick up an assortment of

cookies, holiday breads, etc. and finish your holiday bak-
ing in 20 minutes? All baked goods are welcome.

If you have questions or would like to help with sale set-
up, contact Linda Otto.


mailto:mpetersen@christianialutheranchurch.org
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Sunday School News by Angie Brantner, Sunday School Superintendent

Schedule for Program and Practice

November 29th  There will be Sunday School for those who are in church. Meet in the Sanctuary at 9:35 for 30
minutes of Song Rehearsal.
Children will be dismissed from the Sanctuary at 10:10. This includes 2010 and 2011 Classes

December 19th  Christmas Program Rehearsal 10:00 am-12:00 noon ALL CHILDREN

December 20th  There will be Sunday School. All Children will meet in the Sanctuary for Program Rehearsal.
Children will be dismissed from their rooms at 10:30 This includes 2010 and 2011 Classes

December 20th  Christmas Program 3:00 pm Children should arrive at 2:30 pm
| am asking the families to please help with supplying treats for after the program. The Breakdown is as fol-

lows: Last Names A -1 Cookies J-R Bars
S-Z Beverages (Bottles of Juice, 2 Liter bottles of Pop, etc. pourable into glasses.)
Worship Bags for Children Family Sunday

Anyone with small children knows the difficulty of Family Sunday was October 25, 2009 to close out the

maintaining their interest and attention in worship. Sunday School t heme of Godds

Kids fidget, parents worry about disruptions to others the sanctuary, different stations were available for kids
around them, although most members are encour- and their families, including live lamb, fish, rabbits, dogs,
aged by childrendés part i canp ehickemsnmaking a Creation Parfait (light and dark
pudding for day and night, blue jigglers for the ocean, ani-

The first part of the service to share the peace, sing, . X .
. . . rﬂal craclﬁ?rs ‘or the animals,), animal charades and an||—
pray and participate in the chil'drenos” message T5s

enough for many kids. At the close of the service the mal puppets.

kids enjoy putting their offering in the new Melman Families and kids enjoyed being together learning about
giraffe bank and receiving a blessing in Holy Com- Godds many good things in
munion. For the in-between time the nursery is avail-

. Pictures from this event are on this page and the next.
able, and now, Worship Bags.

Wor ship Bags provi de qui et activities: Noahos Ar k
finger puppets, word unscrambles, cross key chains

to string, etc. The Little Lutheran is included as well

as Kids_Celebrate Sunday Worship to open their

eyes to objects and events in our own sanctuary.

Christmas items will be stocked in December.

The Worship Bags are located in the back of the
sanctuary. There are two different colored bags: red
for ages Pre-K to 1% grade and purple for 2™ grade
and up.

Thank you to Valayna Simon for creating and main-
taining these Worship Bags and her helpers Crisa
Aasen and Diana Reztlaff.

Thank Youl!

on
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